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US History ACP

The Progressive Era
Essential Question:

To what extent could the Progressive Era be characterized by a
shift from individualism to protecting public interest?

Focus Questions:

« What problews existed in Awerica at the turn of the
century and how did the Progressives attempt to fix these
problems?

o How did Theodore Roosevelt use the presidency to push for
political and social reform?

* How has the relationship between the meatpacking
industry and the federal government evolved since 19067

* How did wowen use their public image and the political
system fo achieve suffrage?

 How did Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson’s visions of
progressivism differ?

» What were the gains and limitations for African-
Awericans during the Progressive Era?

o Booker T. Washington v. W.E.B. DuBois: Whose
strategy was the wmost effective in improving the
economtic, political, and social status of the African-
Awerican community?
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How the Other Half Lives: Jacob Bii‘s’ Photographs

Turn of the century reformers eager to improve the living and working conditions of the
urban poor found a powerful weapon in the new medium of documentary photography,
Like the muickraking writers Who exposed pohtncal corruption and corporate excesses,
Jjournalists used cameras to shed light on the miseries of contemporary social life.
Photographs not only served as witnessed to reality; they also served as agents of change.
Images such as those documented by Jacob Riis, provided compelhng visual evidence of
the wretchiedness of life in the city and the exploitation of the poor in the workplace.
These: images captured the attention of the public, exposed the need for reform and
helped provoke remedial legislation.

. 1. Examine the Riis photograph assigned to your group and read the caption/titles.
2. Answer the following qucstibns*

A. What prob]ems (Be spec1f1c) was Riis trymg to expose Wlth his photos? What
category(ies) of reform would each photo fall undf:r‘7

B.. What is your reaction to the fact that Riis frequently “staged” his photographs
— positioning people and their possessions for dramatic effect? Does this damage. °
the credibility of his photographs and his message?

3 Discuss/Compare imhges and interpretations as a whole class.
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TR’s Square Deal
Laogy

Business
)’MY‘&AOD

Consenvaton,

Directions: Use your textbook chapter 17,3 pages 525-530 (this is in the xmddle of the
section) to find and record information about TR’s Sguare Deal.

What is a “bully pulpit”?
" What was the Square Deal?

1. BUSINESS- “Trustbuster”
What act did TR use to prosecute trusts?

How do the cxamples below illustrate that TR was a trustbuster’r’
Northern Securities Go.

Railroads & Hepburn Act

2.LABOR o '
. How dld TR involve hlmselfln the struggles of labor?

con’t




How does this make him 2 uniqi@resid

. Coal Strike of 1902 oo
‘Why did TR get involved?

How did TR end the strike?

3. CONSUMER |
Identify when the following acts were passed and how:each protécted dtie?
consumer? B '

Pure Food and Drug Act

Meat Inspection Act

4. CONSERVATION _
Whg.t is the difference between conservation and preservation?

Why did TR take anmterest in conservation?

Wflen was the Newlands Reclamation Act passed & what was its function?
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Deate:
When Should The Government Get Involved?
Directions: For each of the following situations write yes i you feel the government should get
imvolved or no if youjeel it should not get involved,

1. A company has forced all its competitors out of business bysecret deals and now
) ‘has raised prices.

‘ 2. Evidence suggests thar meat-packing éompanies are selling rottenmear to the
public.

3. A white man refuses to rent an apartment in his home to a black man,

__4. A company has achieved a monopoly on its product by underselling all its
oompetrtors It is avery efficient, well-run business.

5. Lumber companics are wasting forésts that have taken centuries to grow.

6. Fourrailroads inan arca.have combined into one large rai]road, leaving the people o
there at the mercy of the new monopoly.

_7. A company refuses to hire anyone uzless the person promises not to join a tnion.

8. Evidence snggests that a comipany does not take precantions to protect its
workers. Several workers have been hurt, but the company will not pay benefits to the families.

9. Some companies hire mostly children and pay them verylow wages.

10. Renters charge that their landlordmnotmakmg needed repairs in their
apartments, which is enda.ngcnngthe renters’ health,

- Write agree or dlragreenww each statement.

11, People who inherit money don’t deserve tokeepitall. They should pay an
inheritancetax. :

12. Rich people should be tazes at ahigher rate than poor people.
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Video: Theodore Roosevelt;
The American Experience (Dorhestic Policy)

1. What was Roosevelt’s view on tmsts? How did he propose to deaf with them?
Why did he think it was necessary?

2. Howdid TR ~view his role as a politician? How did he use the presidency?

3. Aspresident, how did TR déal with the coal strike of 19027 What was s1gmﬁcant
about his actions?’




4. What were some of the new laws passed to protect consumers?

5. What were his views on conservation? What did ke do to protect the American
]andscape?

6. Ovcrali Rcﬂccttvc Qx_xcstxon. Hovw dld TR dcﬁnc the presidency? What was his “focus”

or main goai?

-



A. The Heyday of Muckraking 193

2. Theodore Roosevelt Roasts Muckrakers (| 906)

President Roosévelt, though recognizing some unpalatable truths in Upton Sinclair's
The Jungle, was critical. He wrote the author bluntly that Sinclair had said things
that should, not have been written unless backed up “with testimony that would sat-
isfy an bonest man of reasonable intelkgence.”. Privately be declared that Sinclair
had reflected unfairly on both honest and dishonest capitalism in Chicago. Finally,
nauseated by excessive sensationalism, Roosevelt made the follou)z'ng Jamous attack
(which gave rise to the term muckraker) in a Washington speech. What are the
strengths and weaknesses of bis argument that bysterical and indiscriminate muck-
raking was doing more harm than good? - .

In Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress you may recall the description of the Man with
the Muck-rake [manure rake], the man who could look ho way but downward, with
the muck-rake in his harid;'wh?) was offered a celestial crown for his muck-rake, but
who would neither look up nor regard the crown he was offered, but continued to
rake himself the filth of the floor. .- . o :

In Pilgrim’s Progress the Man with the Muck-rake is set forth as the example of
him whose vision is fixed on carnal instead of on spiritual things. Yet he also typi-
fies the man who in this life consistently refuses to see aught that is lofty, and fixes
his eyes with solemn intentness only on that which is vile and debasing.

Now it is very necessary that we should not flinch from seeing what is vile and
debasing. There is filth on the floor, and it must be scraped up with the muck-rake:
and there are times and places where this service is the most needed of all the ser-
vices that can be performed. But the man who never does anything else, who never
thinks or speaks or writes save of his feats with the muck-rake, speedily becomes,

not a help to society, not an incitement to good, but one of the most potent forces

for evil, 5 g ; b

There are—in the body politic, economic, and social—many gnd grave evils,
and there is urgent necessity for the sternest war upon them. There should be re-
lentless exposure of and attack upon every evil man, whether politician or- busi-
nessman; every evil practice, whether in politics, in business, or in social life. I hail
as a benefactor every writer or speaker, every man who, on the platform, or in book,
magazine, or newspaper, with merciless severity makes such attack, provided al-
ways that he in his turn remembers that the attack is of use only if it is absolutely
truthful. The liar is no whit better than the thief, and if his mendacity takes the form
of slander, he may be worse than most thieves. It puts a premium upon knavery un-
truthfully to attack an honest man, or even with hysterical exaggeration to assail a
bad man ‘with untruth. An epidemic of indiscriminate assault upon character does
no good, but very great harm. The soul of every scoundrel is gladdened whenever
an honest man is assailed, or even when a scoundrel is untruthfully assailed.

Now, it is easy to twist out of shape what I have just said. . . . Some PErsons are
sincerely incapable of understanding that to denounce mudslinging does not mean -

*Theodore Roosevelt, “The Man with the Muck-Rake,” Putnam’s Monthly and the Critic 1 (October 1906):
4243,
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~Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle (1906)
& Eric Schlosser’s Fast Food Nation
(2001): A Comparative Analysis

Assignment Due Class - : Read &
annotate both excerpts and be
prepared to discuss the text &
your analysis in a Socratic Seminar
based on the following Question:

1. What specific elements do these articles contain that make
them good examples of investigative journalism?

2. What responsibility should the federal government play in
actively trying to solve the problems raised by investigative
journalists?

3. How have the following changed since 1906:
a. Conditions of the meat packing industry.
b. Relationship between the meat packing industry and
the federal government.
c. Role of muckrackers.

4. Evaluate the . effectiveness of the Progressive era. How

much progress has been made from 1906 to 200 1?
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“uo Upton Sinclair

so that since then there has not been even a. prétence of

any interference with the graft. There was said to be two’

thousand dollars a week hush-money from the tubercular
steers alone; and as much again from the hogs which had
died of cholera on the traips, and which you might see any
day being loaded into box-cars and hauled away t¢ a place
ca.ﬁ'ed Globe, in Indiana, where they made a fancy grade of
lard. )

Jurgis heard of these things little by little, in the gossip

of those who were obliged to perpetrate thém. It seeme:
as if every time you met a ‘person from a new department,
you heard of new swindles and new crimes, There was, for
instance, a Lithuanian who was a cattle-butcher for the
plant where Marija had worked, which killed meat for can-
ning only; and to hear this man describe the animals which
came to his place would have been worth while for a Dante
or a Zola." It seemed that they must have agencies all over
the country, to hunt out old and ¢rippled and diseased cattle
to be canned. There were .cattle which had been fed on
“whiskey-malt,” the refuse of the breweries, and had be-
come what the men called *steerly’—which means covered
with boils. It was a nasty job killing these, for when you
lunged your knife into them they would burst and splash
?oul-smelling stuff into your face; and when a man’s sleeves
were smeared with blood, and his hands steeped in it, how
was he ever to wipe his facd, or to clear his eyes so that he

. could see? It was stuff such as this that made the “em-

balmed beef™ that had killed several times as many United
States soldiers as all the bullets of the Spaniards; only the
army beef, besides, was not fresh canned, it was old stuff
that had been lying for years in the cellars. K
Then one Sunday evening, Jurgis sat puffing his pipe by
the kitchen stove, and talking with an old fellow whom Jonas
had introduced, and who worked in the canning-rooms at
Durham’s; and so Jurgis learned a few things about the
great and only Durham canned goods, which had become
a national institution. They were regular alchemists at Dur-

ham's; they advertised a mushroom-catsup, and the men -

CheJung” 111

who made: it did not know what a mushroom looked like.
They advertised “potted. chicken,”—and it was like the
boarding-house soup of the comic papers, through which &
chicken had. walked with rubbers on, Perhaps they had a
secrét pracess for making chickens chemically—who
knows? said Jurgis's friend; the things that went into the
mixture were tripe, and the-fat of pork, and beef suet, and
hearts of beef, and finally the waste ends of veal, when they
‘had any. They put these up in several grades, and sold them
at several prices; but the contents of the ‘¢ans all came out
of the same hopper: And then there was “potted game” and
“potted grouse,” “potted ham,” and “devilled ham"—de-
vyled, as the. men called it. “De-vyled” ham was made out
of the waste ends of smoked beef that were too. small to be
sliced by the machines; and also tripe, dyed with chemicals
so that it would not show white; and trimmings of hams and
corned beef; arid potatoes, skins and all; and ally the hard
carﬁlﬁaﬁinohs gullets of beef, after the tongues had been cut
out, All this ingenious mixture was ground up and flavored
with spices to make: it taste like something. Anybody who
could 'invent a new imitatdon had been sure of a fortune
from old Durham, said Jurgis's informant; but it was hard
to think of anything new in a plice where so many sharp
wits had been at work for so long; where men welcomed
tuberculosis in the cattle they were feeding, because it made
them fatten more quickly; and where they bought up all the
old rancid butter left over in the grocery-stores of a conti-
-nent, and “oxidized” it by a forced-air process, to take away
the .odor, rechurned it with skim-milk, and sold it in bricks
in the cities! Up to a year or two ago it had been the custom
to kill horses in the yards—ostensibly for fertilizer; but after
long agitation the newspapers had been able to make the

- public realize that the horses were being canned. Now it

was against the law to kill horses in Packingtown, and the
law was really complied with—for the present, at‘any rate.
Any day; however, one might see sharp-homed and shaggy-
haired creatures running with the sheep—and yet what a
job you would have to get the public to Eelieve that a good
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ne . Upton Sinclair
part of what it buys for lamb and mutton is ‘really goat's

“There was another interesting set of statistics that a per-

" son might have gathered in Packingtown—those of the var-

ious cions. of the workers., When Jurgis had frst
inspected the packing-plants with Szedvilas, he had. mar-
velled while he listened to-the tale of all the things that
were made out of the carcasses of animals, and of all the
lesser industries that were maintained there; now he found
that each one of these lesser industries was a separate little:
inferno, in its way as horrible as the killing-beds, the source.
and fountain of them all. The workers in each of them had
their own peculiar diseases. And the wandering visitor might
be sceptical about all the swindles, but he could not be

‘sceptical about these, for the. worker bore the evidence of

them about on his own person—generally he had only to
hold out his hand. .

There were the men in the pickle-rooms, for instance,
where old Antanas had gotten his death; scarce a one of

these that had not some sg:)st' of horror on his person. Let:

a man so much as scrape his finger pushing a truck in the
pickle-rooms, and he might have a sore that would ‘put him
out of the world; all the joints in his fingers might be eaten
by the acid, one by one. Of the butchers and floorsmen, the
beef-boners and trimmers, and all those who used knives,
you could scarcely find a person who had the use of his
thumb; time and time again the base of it had beer slashed,
till it was a mere lump of flesh against which the man

ressed ‘the knife to hold it. The hands of these men would
Ee criss-crossed with cuts, until you could no longer pretend
to count them or to trace them, They would have no nails,—

they had worn them off pulling hides; their Jauckles were ’

swollen so that their fingers spread out like a fan. There
were men who worked in the cooking-rooms, in.the midst
of steam and sickening odors, by "artificial light; in these
rooms the germs of tuberculosis: might live for two years,
but- the supply was renewed every hour. There were the

_beef-luggers, who carried two-hundred-pound quarters into

—~~

The Jungle . - 113

the refrigerator-cars; a fearful kind of work, that began at
four o’clock in the moming, and that wore. out the most:
powerful men in a few years. Thére were those who worked
in the chilling-rooms, and whose special disease was.
rheumatisin; the time<limit. that a man could work in the
chilling-rooms was said to be five years." There were the
wool-pluckers, whose hands went to pieces even sooner
than the hands of the pickle-men; for the pelts of the sheep
had to be painted with acid to loosen the wool, and then
the pluckers had to pull out this wool with their bare hands,
till the acid had eaten their fingers off. There were those
who -made the ‘tins for the canned-meat; aid their hands,
too, were a maze of cuts, and each cutrepresented a chance:
for blood-poisoning. Some worked at the stamping--
machines, and it was very seldom that one could work long
there at the ipace that was set, and not give 6ut and forget
himself, and have a part of his hand chopped off. There
were the “hoisters,” as: they were called, whose task: it was
to press:the lever which lifted the dead cattle off the floor.
They ran. along upon a rafter, peering down through the
damp. and the steam; and as old Durham’s architects had
not built the killing-room for the convenience of the hoist-
ers, at every few feet they would have to stoop under a
beam, say four feet above the one they ran on; which got
them into the habit of stooping, so that.in a few years they
would be walking like chimpanzees. Worst of any, however,
were the fertilizer-men, and those who served in the
cooking-rooms, These people: could not be shown tg the
visitor,—for the odor of a fertilizer-man would scare any
ordinary visitor at a hundred yards, and as for the other
men, who worked in tank-rooms full of steam, and in some-
of which there were open vats near the level of the floor,
their peculiar trouble was that they fell into the vats; and
when they were fished out, there was never enough of them
left to be worth exhibiting,—sometinies they would be over-
looked for days, till all but the bones of them had gone out
to the world as Durham’s Pure Leaf Lard! ~

Enp M@
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line, the feel of the place starts to change. The pieces of meat get big-
ger. Workers — about half of theni women, almost all of them young
and Latino — slice meat with long slender knives. They stand at a ta-

‘ble that’s chest high, grab meat off a conveyér belt, trim away fat,

throw meat back on the belt, toss the scraps onto a conveyer belt above:
them, and then grab more meat, 4ll in a matter of seconds. I'm now
struck by how 'many workers there are, hundreds of them, pressed
close together, constantly moving, slicing, You se¢ hardhats, white.
coats, flashes of steel. Nobody is.smiling or chatting, they’re too busy;
anxiously trying not to fall behind. An old man walks past me, push-
ing a blue plastic barrel filled with scraps. A few workers carve the
meat with Whizzards, small electric knives that have spinning round

blades. The Whizzards look like the Norelco razors that Santa rides in .

the TV ads. I notice that a few of the women near me are sweating,
even though the place is freezing cold.

Sides of beef suspended from an overhead trolley swing toward a
group of men. Each worker has a large knife in one hand and a steel
hook in the other., They grab the meat with their hooks and attack it
fiercely with their knives. As they hack away, using all their strength,
grunting, the place suddenly feels different, primordial. The machin-
ery seems beside: the point, and what’s going on before me has been
going on for thousands of years — the meat, the hook, the knife, men
straining to cut.more meat.

On the kill floor, what I see no longer unfolds in a logical manner.
It’s one strange image after another. A worker with a power saw slices
cattle into halves as though they were two-by-fours, and then the
halves swing by me into the cooler. It feels like a slaughterhouse now.
Dozens of cattle, stripped of their skins, dangle on chains from their
hind legs. My host:stops and asks how I feel, if ] want to go any further.
This is where some people get sick. I feel fine, determined to seethe
whole process, the world that’sbeen deliberately hidderi. The kill floor
is hot and humid, It stinks of manure. Cattlé have a body temperature
of about 101 degrees, and there are a lot of them in the room. Car-
casses swing so fast along the rail that you have to keep an eye on them
constantly, dodge them, watch your step, or one will slam you and
throw you onto the bloody concrete floor. It happens to workers all
the time. »

I see: a man reach inside cattle and pull out their kidneys with, his
bare hands, then drop the kidneys down a metal chute, over and over

_
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again, as each animal passes. by him; a stainless steel rack of tongues; .
Whizzards peeling meat off decapitated heads, picking them almost
as clean as the white skulls painted by Georgia O'Keeffe. We wade
through blood that’s ankle deep and that pours down drains into huge
vats below us. As we approach the start of the line, fot the first time I
hear the steady pop, pop, pop of live animals being stunned.

Now the cattle suspended above me look just like the cattle I've seen
on ranches for years, but these ones are upside down swinging on
hooks. For 3 moment, the sight seems unreal; there are $o many of
them, a herd of them, lifeless, And then I see a few hind.legs still kick-
ing, a final reflex action, and the reality comes hard and clear. .

For eight and a half hours, a worker called a “sticker” does nothing

but stand in a river of blood, being drenched in blood, slitting the

neck of a steer every ten seconds or so, severing its carotid artery. He
uses 2 long knife and must hit exactly the right spot to kill the animal
humanely. He hits that spot again and again. We walk up a slippery
metal stairway and reach.a small platform, where the production line
begins. A man turns and smiles at me. He wears safety goggles and a
hardhat. His face is splattered with gray matter and blood. He is the
“knocker,” the man who welcomes cattle to the building. Cattle walk
down a narrow chute and pause in front of him, blocked by a gate, and
then he shoots them in the head with a captive bolt stunner — a com-
pressed-air gun attached to the ceiling by a long hose — which fires a
steel bolt that knocks. the cattle unconscious. The animals keep stroll-
ing up, oblivious to what comes next, and he stands over them and
shoots. For eight and a half hours, he just shoots. As I stand there, he
misses a few times and shoots the same animal twice. As soon as the
steer falls, a worker grabs one of its hind legs, shackles it to a chain,
and the chain lifts the huge animal into the air,

I watch the knocker knock cattle for a couple of minutes. The ani-
mals are powerful and imposing one momentand then gone in an in-
stant, suspended from a rail, ready for qarving. A steer slips from its
chain, falls to the ground, and gets-its head caught in one end of a con-
veyer belt. The production line stops as workers struggle to free the
steer, stunned but alive, from the machinery. I've seen enough.

I'step out of the building into the cool night airand follow the path
that leads cattle into the slaughterhouse. They pass me, driven toward

. thee building by workers with long white sticks that seem to glow in the

dark. One steer, perhaps sensing instinctively what the other dor't,
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turns and tries to run. But'workers drive him back to join the rest. The
cattle lazily walk single-file toward the muffled sounds, pop, pop, pop,
coming from the open door.

The path has hairpin turns that prevent cattle from seeing what'’s in

“ store and keep them relaxed. As. the ramp gently slopes upward, the

animals may. think they’re headed for andther truck, another road trip
— and they are, in unexpected ways. Thé ramp widens as it, reaches
ground level and then leads toa large cattle pen with wooden fences, a
corral that belongs in a meadow; not here. As.I walk along the fence, a
group of cattle approach me, looking me straight in the eye, like dogs -
hoping for a treat, and follow me out of some mysterious impulse. I
stop and try to absorb the whole scéne: the cool breeze, the cattle and
their gentle lowing, a cloudless sky, steam rising from the plant in the
moonlight. And-then I notice that the building does have one window,
a small square of light on the second floor. It offérs a glimpse of what’s
hidden behind this huge blank fagade. Through the little window you
can see bright red carcasses on hooks, going round and round.

—sharp knives

"KNOCKER, STICKER; $SHACKLER, RUMPER, First Legger, Knuckle

Dropper, Navel Boner, Splitter Top/Bottom Butt, Feed Kill Chain — -
the names of job assignments at a modern slaughterhouse convey
some of the brutality inherent in the work. Meatpacking is now the
most dangerous job in the United States. The injury rate in a slaugh-
terhouse is about three times higher than the rate in a typical Ameri-.
can factory. Every year more than one-quarter of .the meatpacking
workers in this country — roughly forty thousand men and women
— suffer an injury or a work-related illness that requires medical at-
tention beyond first aid. There is strong evidence that these numbers,
compiled by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, understate the number of
meatpacking injuries that occur. Thousands of additional injuries and
illnesses most likely go unrecorded. .

Despite the use of conveyer belts, forklifts, dehiding machines, and
a variety of power tools, most of the work in the nation’s slaughter-
houses is still performed by hand. Poultry plants can be largely mech-
anized, thanks to the bréeding of chickens that are uniform in size.
The birds in some Tyson factories are killed, plucked, gutted, be-
headed, and sliced into cutlets by robots and machines: But cattle

B i il
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still come in all sizes and shapes, varying in weight by hundreds of

- pounds, The lack of a standardized steer has hindered the mechaniza-

tion of beef plants. In :one crucial respect meatpacki ki
changed little in.fh,e past hundred years'.pA,t the dal::ndg?%lgxtnht;f
first antur_y,,. amid an era of extraordinary technological advance, the
most important tool in a modern slaughterhouse is absharp knife.‘

Lacerations are the most comimon injuries sufféred by meatpackers
vyho often stab. themselves or stab someone working nearby; Téridini:
tis a.x.zd cumulative trauma. disorders are also quite common. Meat-
packing workers routinely develop back problems, shoulder proBlems
carpal tunrel syndrome, and “trigger finger” (a syndrome in which a
finger b_e:co;nés frozen in a curled position). Indeed, the rate of these
cumulative trauma injuries in the meatpacking industry is far higﬁer
t?mn the:‘rate in any other American industry. It is roughly thirty-three
tirnes higher than the national average in industry: Many slaughter-
house workers make a knife cut every two or three ~sec'ond'$, which
adds up to about 10,000 cuts during an eight-hour shift. If the knife
has be.cc_lme dull, additional pressure i$ placed on the worker's ten-
dons, Joints, and nerves. A dull knife can cause pain to extend from
the cutting hand all the way down the spine,

Workers often bring their knives home and. spend at least forty
minutes a day keeping the edges: smooth, sharp, and sanded, with no
pits. On'e IBP worker, a small Guatemalan woman with graying hair,
spoke with me in the cramped kitchen of her mobile home. As a po;:'
?f bean.s cooked on the stove, she sat in a wooden chair, gently rock-
g;g, te};lh?g t‘he atolfy of her life, of her journey north in search of work,

e whole time sharpening big knives j ' !
it s pening big knives in her lap as though she were
', The "fIBP- revolution” has been directly responsible for many of the
hazards that meatpacking workers now face. One of the ieading deter-
minants of the injury rate at a slaughterhouse today is the speed of the
disassembly line. The faster it runs, the more likely that workers will
get hurt. The old meatpacking plants in Chicago slaughtered about 50
'cattl'e an hour. Twenty years ago, new plants in the High Plains slaugh-
tered'about 175 cattle.an hour. Today some planits slaughter up to 400
cat.tle an hour — about half a dozen animals every minuté,.sent‘dow:n»
a single production line, carved by workers desperate not to-fall be-
hxpd. While trying to keep up with the flow 6f meat, workers often ne-
glect to resharpen their knives and thereby place more stress on their
bodies. As the pace increases, so does the risk of accidental cuts and
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stapoings. ‘T could always tell the line speed,” a former Monfort nurse

told me, “by the number of people with lacerations coming into my
office.” People usually cut themselves; nevertheless; everyone on the
line tries to stay alert. Meatpackers often work within. inches of each

other, wielding large knives. A simple mistake can cause a serious in-

jury. A former IBP worker told me about boning knives suddenly fly-
ing out of hands and ricocheting off of machinery. “They’re very flexi-
ble;” she said; “and they’ll spring on you . . . zwing, and they’re gone.>

Much like french fry factories, beef slaughterhouses often operate at
profit margins as low as a few pennies a pound. The three meat-
packing giants — ConAgra, IBP, and Excel —try to increase their
earnings by maximizing the volumeof production at ea¢h plant. Qnce
a slaughterhouse is up and running, fully staffed, the profits it will
earn are directly related to the speed of the line. A faster pace means
higher profits. Market pressures now exert a perverse influence on the
management of beef plants: the same factors that make these slaugh-
terhouses relatively inefficient (the lack of mechanization, the reliance
o human labor) encourage companies to make them even more dan-
gerous (by speeding up the pace).

The unrelenting pressure of trying to keep up with the line has
encouraged widespread methamphetamine use among meatpackers.
Workers taking “crank” feel charged and self-confident, ready for any-
thing. Supervisors have been known to sell crank to their workers or
to supply it free in return for certain favors, such as working a second
shift. Workers who use methamphetamine may feel energized and in-

vincible, but are actually putting themselves at much greater risk of -

having an accident. For obvious reasons, a modern slaughterhouse is
not a safe place to be high. :

In the days when labor unions were strong, workers could complain
about excessive line speeds and injury rates without fear of getting
fired. Today only one-third of IBP’s workers belong to a union. Most
of the nonunion workers are recent immigrants; many are illegals; and
they are generally employed “at will.” That means they can be fired
without warning, for just about any reason, Such an arrangement does
not encourage them to lodge complaints. Workers who have traveled a
great distance for this job, who have families to support, who are earn-
ing ten times more an hour in a meatpacking plant than they could
possibly earn back homé; are wary about speaking out and losing eve-
rything. The line speeds.and labor costs at IBP's noninion plants now
set the standard for the rest of the industry. Every other company

THE MOST DANQGEROUS JOB B’ 1.

‘must try to produce beef as quickly and cheaply as IBP does; slowing

the pace to protect-workers can lead to a competitive disadvantage.

Again and again workers told me that they are under tremendous
pressure not to report injuries. The annual bonuses of plant foremen
and supervisors are often based in part on the injury rate of their
workers. Instead of creating a safer workplace, these bonus schemes
encourage slaughterh'ou,sg managers to make sure that accidents and
injuries go unreported: Missing fingers, broken bones, deep lacera-
tions, and amputated limbs are difficult to conceal from authorities.
But the dramati¢ and catastrophic-injuries in a slaughterhouse are
greatly outnumbered by less visible, though no less debilitating, ail-
ments: torn muscles, slipped disks, pinched nerves.

If a worker agrees not to report an injury, a supervisor will usually
shift him or her to ap easier job for a while, providing some time to
heal, If the injury seems more serious, a Mexican worker is-often given
the opportunity to return home for a while, to recuperate there, then
come back to his or her slaughterhouse job in the United States.
Workers who abide by these unwritten rules are treated respectfully;
those who disobey are likely to be punished and made an example. As
one formier IBP worker explained, “They’re trying to deter you, pe-
riod, from going to the doctor”

From a purely economic point. of view, injured workers are a drag
on profits. They are less productive. Getting 1id of them makes a good
deal of financial sense, especially when newworkers are readily avail-
able and inexpensive to train. Injured workers are often given some of
the most unpleasant tasks in the.slaughterhouse. Their hourly wages
are cut. And through a wide variety of unsubtle means they are en-
couraged to quit.

- Not all supervisors in a slaughterhouse behave like Simon Legree,
shoyting at workers, cursing them, belittling their injuries, always
pushing them to move faster. But enough supervisors act that way to
waryant the comparison. Production supérvisors tend to be men in
their late twenties and early thirties. Most are Anglos and don’t speak
Spanish, although more and more Latinos are being promoted to the
job, They earn about $30,000 a year, plus bonuses and benefits. In
‘many rural communities, being a supervisor at-a meatpacking plant is
one of the best jobs in town. It comes with a fair amount of pressure: a-
supervisor must meet produyction goals, keep the number of recorded
injuries low, and most importantly, keep the meat flowing down the
line without interruption. The job ‘also brings enormous power. Each
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supervisor is like a little dictator in his or her section of the plant,
largely free to boss, fire, berate, or reassign workers. That sort of power
can lead to all sorts of abuses, especially when the hourly workers be-
ing sﬁpewised are women. "

Many women told me stories about being fondled and grabbed.
on the production line, and the behaviof of supervisors sets the tone
for the other male workers. In February of 1999, a federal jury in
Des Moines awarded $2.4 million to a female employee at an IBP
slaughterhouse. According to the woman’s testimony, coworkers had
“screamed obscenities and rubbed their bodies against hers while su-
pervisors laughed.” Seven months later, Monfort agreed to settle a Jaw-
suit filed by the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission on
behalf of fourteen female workers in Texas. As part of the settlement,
the company paid the women $900,000 and vowed to establish formal
procedures for handling sexual harassment complaints. In their law-
suit the women alleged that supervisors at a Monfort plant in Cactus,
Texas, pressured them for dates and sex, and that male coworkers
groped them, kissed them, and used animal parts in a sexually explicit
manner.

The sexual relationships between supervisors and “hourlies” are for
the most part consensual. Many female workers optimistically regard
sex with their supervisor as a way to gain a secure place in American
society, a green card, a husband — or at the very least a transfer to an
easier job at the plant. Some supervisors become meatpacking Casa-

- novas, engaging in multiple affairs. Sex, drugs, and slaughterhouses

may seem an unlikely combination, but as one former Monfort em-
ployee told me: “Inside those walls is a different world that obeys dif-
ferent laws.” Late on the second shift, when it's dark outside, assigna-
tions take place in locker rooms, staff rooms, and parked cars, even on
the catwalk over the kill floor.

the worst

SOME OF THE MOST dangerous jobs in meatpacking today are per-
formed by the late-night cleaning crews. A large proportion of these
workers are illegal immigrants. They are considered “independent
contractors,” employed not by the meatpacking firms but by sanita-
tion' companies. They earn hourly wages that are about one-third
lower than those of regular production employees. And their work is
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5o hard and so horrendous that words seem inadequate to describe it,
The men and women who now ‘clean the nation’s slaughterhouses
may arguably have the worst;job in the United States. “It takes a really
dedicated person,” a former member of a cleaning crew told me, “or a
really desperate person to get the job done.”

When a sanitation crew arrives at a meatpacking plant, usually
around midnight, it faces a mess of monumental proportions. Three
to four thousand cattle, each ‘weighing about a thousand pounds,
have been slaughtered there that day. The place has to be clean by sun-
rise. Some of the workers wear water-resistant clothing; most don’t.
Their principal cleaning tool is a high-pressure hose that shoots a
mixture of water and chlorine heated to about 180 degrees. As the wa-
ter is sprayed, the plant fills with a thick, heavy fog. Visibility drops to
as little as five feet. The conveyer belts and machinery are running.
Workers stand on the belts, spraying them, riding them like moving
sidewalks, as high as fifteen feet off the ground. Workers climb ladders
with hoses and spray the catwalks. They get under tables and conveyer
belts, climbing right into the bloody muck, cleaning out grease, fat,
manure, leftover scraps of meat. :

Glasses and safety goggles fog up. The inside of the plant heats up;
temperatures soon exceed 100 degrees. “It’s hot, and it's foggy, and
you can’t see anything,” a former sanitation worker said. The crew
members can't see or hear each other when the machinery’s running,
They routinely spray each other with burning hot, chemical-laden wa-
ter. They are sickened by the fumes. Jesus, a soft-spoken employee of
DCS Sanitation Management, Inc., the company that IBP uses in
many of its plants, told me that every night on the job he gets terrible
headaches. “You feel it in your head,” he said. “You feel it in your

stomach, like you want to throwup? A friend of his vomits whenever

they clean the rendering area. Other workers tease the young man as
he retches. Jesus says the stench in rendering is so powerful that it
won't wash off; no matter how much soap you use after a shift, the
smell comes home with you, seeps from your pores.

One night while Jesus was cleaning, a coworker forgot to turn off a
machine; lost two fingers, and went into shock. An ambulance came
and took him away, as everyone else continued to clean. He was back
at work the following week. “If one hand is no good,” the supervisor
told him, “use the other” Another sanitation warker lost an arm in a
machine. Now he folds towels in the locker room, The scariest job, ac-
cording to Jesus, is cleaning the vents on the roof of the slaughter-
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house. The vents become clogged with grease and dried blood. In the
winter, when everything gets icy and the‘winds pick up, Jesus worries
that a sudden gust will blow him off the roof into the darkness.

Although official statistics are. not kept,. the death rate among
slaughterhouse sanitation crews is extraordinarily high. They are the
ultimate in disposable workers: illegal, illiterate, impoverished, un-
trained. The nation’s wotst job can end in just about the worst way.
Sometimes these workers are literally ground up and reduced to noth-
ing.

A brief description of some cleaning-crew accidents over the past
decade says more.about the work and the danger than any set of statis-
tics. At the Monfort plant in Grand Island, Nebraska, Richard Skala
was beheaded by a dehiding machine. Carlos Vincente —an em-
ployee of T and G Service Company, a twenty-eight-year-old Guate-
malan who'd been in the United States for only a week — was pulled
into the cogs of a conveyer belt at an Excel plantin Fort Morgan, Col-

orado, and torn apart. Lorenzo Marin, Sr., an employee of DCS Sani-

tation, fell from the top of a skinning machine while cleaning it with a
high-pressure hose, struck his head on the concrete floor of an IBP
plant in Columbus Junction, lowa, and died. Another employee of

_ DCS Sanitation,-Salvador Hernandez-Gonzalez, had his head crushed

by a pork-loin processing machirie at an IBP plant in Madison, Ne-
braska. The same machine had fatally crushed the head of another
worker, Ben Barone, a few years earlier. At a National Beef plant in
Liberal, Kansas, Homer Stull climbed into a blood-collection tank to
clean it, a filthy tank thirty feet high. Stull was.overcome by hydrogen
sulfide fumes. Two coworkers climbed into the tank and tried to res-
cue him. All three men died. Eight years earlier, Henry Wolf had been
overcome by hydrogen sulfide fumes while cleaning the very same
tank; Gary Sanders had tried to rescue him; both men died; and the
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) later fined
National Beef for its negligence, The fine was $480 for each man's

* death.

don’t got caught

DURING THE SAME YEARS when the working conditions.at Amer-
ica’s meatpacking plants became more dangerous — when line speeds
increased and illegal immigrants replaced skilled workers — the fed-

s
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erdl government greatly reduced the enforcement of health and safi
laws. OSHA had long been despised by the nation’s rrianufactf;?rrs):
‘who corisidered the agency 4 source of meddlesome regulations' and
unnecessary red tape. When Ronald Reagan was elected president in
1980, OSHA was already underfunded and understaffed: its 1,300 in-
spectors were responsible for the safety of more thar 5 million work-
places across the country: A typical American employer could expect
an OSHA inspection about onie every eighty years. Nevertheless, the
Reagan administration ‘was determined fo reduce QSHA’s authority
even further, as part of the push for deregulation. The number of
OSHA inspectors was eventually cut by 20 percent; and in 1981 the
agency adopted a new policy of “voluntary compliance” Instead of
arriving unannounced at a factory and performing an inspection,
OSHA einployees were required to look at a company’s injury log be-
fore setting foot inside the plant. If the records showed an injury rate
at t‘heffactory lower than the national average for-all manufacturers,
the OSHA. inspector had to turn around and leave at once.— withi-
out entering the plant, examining its equipnient, or talking to any of
its workers. These injury logs were kept and maintained by company
officials. ‘

~ For most of the 1980s OSHA's relationship with the meatpacking
industry was far from adversarial. While the number of serious inju-
ries rose, the number of OSHA inspections fell. The death of a worker
on _the_.jobfwas punished with a fine of just a few hundred doliars. At a
gathering of meat company execittives in October of 1987, OSHA’s
safety director, Barry White, promised to change federal safety stan-
dards that “appear amazingly stupid to you or overburdening or just
not useful.” According to an account of the meeting later published in
the Chicago Tribune, the safety director at OSHA — the federal official
most responsible for protecting the lives of meatpacking workers —
acknowledged his own lack of qualification for the job. “I know very
well that you know more about safety and health in the meat industry
than 1. do,” White told the executives. “And you. know more about
s(;g;_tlyA ind health in the meat industry than any single 'ernp]oyee at
- OSHAS voluntary compliance policy did indeed reduce the number
of recorded injuries in meatpacking plants. It did not, however, reduce
;henumber of people getting hurt. It merely encouraged companies,
in the words of a subsequent congressional investigation, “to under-
stateinjuries, to falsify records, and to cover up accidents.” M/fWWP‘
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_ Smith brought to consummation only during his postwar
governorship of New York, was of slow development in
the Progressive era itself. The uneasy and partial but: oc-
casionally effective union between the idealistic reformer
and the boss foreshadowed only vaguely a development

th i . )
‘hat was to reach its peak under Franldin D. Roosevelt.@ o muckaking era, nor did muckraking succeed because

E 1 - Muckraking: the Revolution in Journalism

To an extraordinary degree the work of the Progressive
movement rested upon its journalism. The fundamental
critical achievement of American Progressivism was the
business of exposure, and journalism was the chief occu-
pational source of its creative writers. It is hardly an
exaggeration to say that the Progressive mind was charac-
teristically a journalistic mind, and that its characteristic
contribution was that of the socially responsible reporter-
reformer. The muckraker was’a central figure. Before there
could be action, there must be information and exhorta-

® Nothing I have said in the text should be taken to imply that the
urban machines based upon immigrant support were the first or only
ones to develop a spirit of political participation based upon the
cconomics of self-interest. Of course the whole nineteenth-century
sectional-interest scramble, with its tariff trading and its pork-barrel
procedures, would belie any such notion, and it is worth adding that
this political tradition was represented by Anglo-Saxon politicians, many
of them with rural backgrounds. The motion that politics should be
gn area for high-minded and disinterested service was revived (it was
by no means new in America among them) by the Mugwump idealists
of the late nineteenth century. After them it became a creed with a
much broader following: during the Progressive: era. I have singled out,
as a phenomenon of the Progressive em, the antipathy between the
ethos of the boss-machine-immigrant complex and that of the reformer-
individualist-Anglo-Saxon complex not because I hold it to.be the only
struggle going on at the time but because it serves as an archetypical
fllustration of undercurrents of political fecling that were then be-

inning to be of especial importance. (For later developments in this
: i".:e see chapter vii, section 2.) We need more studies of the types
of political organizations that have flourished in the United -States
and of the codes of loyalties. they have developed to sustain them.
Such studies would concern themselves with at least five major variants:
not only the immigrant machines and the reform movements, but the
durable reform machines, the native interest-politics machines, of the
mid-nipeteenth century, and the modes of government developed by

the interlocking local elites of the middle and late eighteenth century.

¥
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tion. Grievances had to be given specific obj ‘
S ects,

the n_mckraker supplied. It was muckrakin}g thaﬁiot:;:

the diffuse malaise of the public into focus.

The practice of exposure itself was not an invention of

it bad a new idea to offer. The i
]tJhe.presence of a continuous corrum::g:sn %i;tween
anucslm:s;: eint(li; eg:\femmentgh;he link between government
was nothing new in

these things. Since the 1870$s, expomr:h ;agwl:::e;s o
current theme in American political life. There had bex:;
frequent local newspaper crusades. Henry Adams and his
tbf)ﬂ:‘er Charles Francis had muckraked the Erie ring and
e “Gold Conspiracy”; the New York Times Harper's

Weekly, and Thomas Nast had gone after Ta;nman i
the seventies. There had been a great deal of o)s'urm !
in the nineties, when Parkhurst and the Lm::P Con: i
tmttfee were active in' New York, and W. T. Stead’s If
C:lmst Came to Chicago had caused a sensation in that
city. Henry Demarest Lloyd's Wealth against Common-
w_ec‘zlth, published in 1894, was a brilliant piece of muck-
riking. Hamlin Garland’s Populist novel, A Spoil of Office
showed how general was the familiarity with state cor.
. Tuption. Indeed, during the last three decades of the nine-
teenth century, literally dozens upon dozens of novels
vt;ere published v.vhich have been designated, because of
noilzls;:oncenh'atwn upon corruption, .“prem&ckralqn' g”

What was new in muckraking in the ive ¢

ncfither its ideas nor its existenci, but il:m rmgﬁx
_wxd? character and its capacity to draw nationwide at- |
tention, the presence of mass muckraking media with na-; i
tional circulations, and buge resources for the research that. !

went into exposure. The muckraking magazines had cir-
culations running ‘into the hundreds of thousands, They - l
were able to pour funds into the ‘investigations of their ig

®John L di : P, 3 - ' .
o 1 g'c;lbag remuckraking, unpublished Ph.D, thesis, Harvard
vy
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reporters—S. S. McClure estimated that the famous ar-
ticles of Ida Tarbell cost $4,000 each and those of Lincoln
Steffens $2,000 7—and they were able, as very few of the
practitioners of exposure had been able before, not merely
to name the malpractices in American business and poli-
tics, but to name the malpractitioners and their specific
misdeeds, and to proclaim the facts to the entire country.
It now became possible for any literate citizen to know
what barkeeps, district attorneys, ward heelers, prostitutes,
police-court magistrates, reporters, and corporation law-
- yers had always come to know in the course of their busi-
ness. '

Behind muckraking there was a long history of change
in journalism, the story of a transformation in the news-'
paper and magazine world. The immensely rapid. urbani- .
zation of the country had greatly enlarged daily news-

paper circulation. In 1870 there were 574 daily newspapers |

in the country; by 1899 there *were 1,610; by 1909,
2,600.8 The circulation of daily newspapers increased over
the same span of time from 2,800,000 to 24,200,000.°
 This expansion had opened up to publishers remarkable
* promotional opportunities, which brought in their train a
* number of changes in journalistic practice. :
The newspaper owners and editors soon began to assume
a new role. Experienced in the traditional function of re-
porting the news, they
more ambitious task -of creating a mental world for the
uprooted farmers and villagers who were coming to live
in the city. The rural migrants found themselves in a’
‘new urban world, strange, anonymous, impersonal, cruel,
ofgn corrupt and vicious, but also full
cination, They were accustomed to a life based on primary
buman contacts—the family,
hood—and they had been torn away from these and thrust

vs. S, McCluse: My Autobiography (New York, 1914), p. 245. °

* Alfred McCl Lyee The Dagy Newspaper in America (New Yok,
1937), pp. N6-17.

*Tbid, pp. 725-6-

PP

found themselves undertaking the -

of variety and fas- -

the church, the neighbor- -

189
into a more impersonal environment, in which th i
enced a much larger number of more superficizly me:n
relationships. The newspaper became not only the in-
terpreter of this environment but a means of surmounting
in some measure its vast human distances, of supplying
a sense of intimacy all too rare in the ordinary course of
its life. Through newspaper gossip it provided a substitute
for village gossip. It began to make increased use of the
variety and excitement of the city ‘to capture Ppersonal
interest and offer its readers indirect human contacts.!
The rural mind, confronted with the city, often responded
with shock, and this too the newspaper did not hesitate
to exploit. So one finds during the seventies, eighties, and
nineties an increasing ‘disposition on the part of editors
to use the human-interest story, the crusade, the interview

and the stunt or promotional device to boom circulation.
The large newspaper with a growing circulation became
less dependent upon the political party. There were more
politically independent or quasi-independent papers, and
publishers felt more inclined to challenge the political
parties and other institutions. In business terms the bene-

fits to booming circulation of crusades and exposés far

outstripped the dangers' from possible retaliation. In an
age when news was at a premium and when more and

more copy was needed to surround the growing columns-
of advertisement, there was a tendency for publishers and
editors to be dissatisfied with reporting the news and to

attempt to make it. The papers made news in d double

sense; they created reportable events, whether by sending

Nelly Bly around the world or by helping to stir up a war

with Spain. They also elevated events, hitherto considered

beneath reportorial attention, to the level of news oc-

currences by clever, emotionally colored reporting. They .
exploited human interest, in short. This was something
that had existed almost from the beginning of the popular
penny press—one remembers, for instance, the elder James

1See Helen MacGill Hughes: News and the Hi
(Chicago, 1940). e umn Itz Stoy

v: The Progressive Impulse
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Gordon Bennett’s capacity to exploit
personality. But the new exploitation of human interest
was different. There was more of it, of course, and
it was more skillfully done, but, most symptomatic, there
was a change in its character. Where the old human in-
terest had played up the curious concern of the common
citizen with the affairs and antics of the rich, the new
human interest exploited far more intensely the concern
of comfortable people with the affairs of the poor. The
slum sketch, the story of the poor and disinherited of the
cities, became commonplace.? And it was just this interest
of the secure world in the nether world that served as
the prototype of muckraking. '

All this concern with news, interviews, exposure, and .
human interest set a premium on the good reporter and
reduced the importance of editorial writing and the edi-
torial page. As early as 1871 a writer on journalism' ob-
served: “For the majority of readers it is the reporter, not
the editor, who is the ruling genius of the newspaper.”3
The old editors of the pre-Civil War era had. put a great
deal of stock in themselves as makers of opinion through
their editorial columns. Now their successors began to
realize that their influence on the public mind, such as
it was, came from their treatment of the news, not from
editorial writing. But getting the news, especially when
it came to exposés and

porter’s business. Bold reportorial initiative, good repor-r-

torial writing, were now very much in demand. In the  °

1 The modern newspaper reader
sentimentality of sob-sister journal
such writing, however, may be to exp
sales, its latent function is t
and to put some limits on the barbarization o
can newspaper-reader can fail to notice the widespread generous:
sponse that is given almost every day to some widely publicized
sonal disaster. Even a dignified newspaper like the New York
taps this generosity each year by raising funds for charity on
of poignantly written accounts of the city’s “Hundred Neediest G
A civilization that needs sob-sister journalism is a sad one, but
same civilization incapable of producing it would be worse-. |
® Frank Luther Mott: American Journalism (New York, 1947);

his own flamboyant

often shrinks from the vulgarity arid
ism. While the manifest function
loit sentiment for ithe sak .of_

human-interest stories, was the re- 1 alitd

(353 N
.P{"g-]- Pp. 488-90,
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into this gap that the muckraidng mind rushed with all its
fact-finding zeal.

It was, of course, the popular magazine, not the daily
newspaper, that stood in the forefront of muckraking, but
the muclraking periodicals were profoundly affected by
newspaper .journalism. The old, respectable magazines, the
Atlantic, Harper's, the Century, and Scribner’s, had been
genteel, . sedate enterprises selling at thirty-five cents . a
copy and reaching limited audiences of about 130,000.
These periodicals were run by literary men; implicit in
their contents was the notion that the magazine is a book
in periodical form; they were managed by the conservative
publishing houses. The new magazines that emerged at
the turn of the century sold at ten or twelve or fifteen
cents a copy and reached' audiences of from 400,000 to
1,000,000. Their publishers were not literary men but
business promoters; their editors were usually former news-
paper editors, and they ran a good deal of news copy
written by reporters. These magazines, by contrast, were
newspapers in periodical form; they took many of their
ideas from daily journalism or the Sunday supplements.

They contained not only literature but features that re-

sembled news. And like the daily press they soon began
to make news and to become a political force in their own
right. -

gAs businessmen, the publishers of these magazines,
Frank Munsey, S. S. McClure, John Brisben Walker, and
" others, resembled their- promotion-minded forerunners in
daily journalism like E. W. Scripps, Joseph Pulitzer, and
William Randolph Hearst. Muckraking for them was the
most successful of the circulation-building devices they
used.. Neither the muckraking publishers and editors nor
the mucl®aking reporters set.out to expose evils or to
reform society. Although the experience of the Ladies’
 Home Journal. Munsey’s, and the Saturday Evening Post
showed that immense circulations could be achieved with-

self (New York, 1922), pp. 151-2. Thus the newspaper itself -provided
a model for the Progressive dissociation of morals and “reality.”

v: The Progressive Impulse 193

out ever entering in any serious sense upon it, muckraking
was a by-product, perhaps an inevitable one, of the de-
velopment of mass magazines. Even McClure’s, the maga-
zine that touched off the movement, had already built a
large circulation upon an enterprising use of popular
fiction and upon Ida Tarbell’s series on the lives of Na-
poleon and Lincoln. The so-called “muckraking” magazines
themselves devoted only a small proportion of their total
space to muckraking articles. Only after exposure had
proved its popularity did other magazines, notably Hamp-
ton’s, boom their circulations by focusing on muckraking.
A significant illustration of the accidental sources of
muckraking was Miss Tarbell's famous series on Standard
Oil. S. S. McClure was running, during the late 1890’s,
a series of articles which he describes in his autobiography
as dedicated to “the greatest American business achieve-
ments.” He had observed that the “feeling of the common
people [about the trusts] had a sort of menace in it; they
took a threatening attitude toward the Trusts, and with-
out much knowledge.” ¢ He and his editors decided that a
study of Standard Oil, the greatest of the trusts, would
have some educational value, and they called in Ida
Tarbell, who “had lived for years in the heart of the oil
region of Pennsylvania, and had seen the marvelous de-
velopment of the Standard Oil Trust at first hand.” 7 It
happened also that Miss Tarbell, whose family had suffered
the common disastrous fate of the independent oil-pro-
ducers, had a great feeling for them.® The methods that
had been used by Standard Oil were altogether too vul-
nerable to be played down, and although she hoped her
inquiry “might be received as a legitimate historical
i study . . ..to my chagrin I found myself #ncluded in a-
i new school, that of the muckrakers.” She decided that she
i would have done with the whole business and seems to

1& have resented the demand of some of her following that

o SEv gy PO

*S. S. McClure, op. cit., pp. 237-8.
TIbid, p. 238 ¢ FF

¢Ida Tarbell: All in the Day’s Work (New York, 1939), pp. 202 £.
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she go on with the work of exposure—"I soon found that
most of them wanted attacks. They had little interest in
balanced findings.” ® Later she did some further work in
exposing tariff politics, but she afterwards recalled: “My
conscience began to trouble me. Was it not as much my
business as a reporter to present this [the favorable] side
of the picture as to present the other?” “The public was
coming to believe,” she felt, as a result of all the work
of exposure, “that the inevitable result of corporate in-
dustrial management was exploitation, neglect, bullying,
crushing of labor, that the only hope was in destroying
the system.” So she began to write about achievements
and improvements in business—under the considerable
handicap, to be sure, of her muckraking reputation—be-
came a eulogist of business, and eventually wrote an
apologetic biography. of the industrialist Judge Gary.!
In her case the impulse that had been expressed by Mec-
Clure when he first set out to publicize business achieve-
ments came full circle.

Most of the other outstanding figures of the muckrake
era were simply writers or reporters working on com-
mission and eager to do well what was-asked of them. A

few, among them Upton Sinclair and Gustavus Myers, were

animated by a deep-going dislike of the capitalist order,

but most of them were hired into muckraking or directed

toward it on the initiative of sales-conscious editors or pub-
lishers. Probably the most socially minded and inquisitive
_of the muckrakers, except for. the Socialists, was Lincoln

" Steffens; but even his muckraking of American cities began

more or less accidentally when McClure refused to allow

him to take over an editorship without getting out and

familiarizing himself with the country.? Others were re-
luctant dragons. Ray Stannard Baker, whoge chief desire

was to be a novelist, came to McClure's as a writer of

*Ibid., p. 242.
11bid., chapter xiv, pp. 3

64 .
“< sLincoln Steffens: Autobiography, p. 364.
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secret-service stories and of 2 book celebrating America’s
prosperity. Before he began muckraking he was writing
faintly eulogistic articles on big business and the trusts|
It is perhaps a significant token of the way in which
memory rearranges facts in the light of myth that many
years later, when Louis Filler was writing his study of the
muckrakers, Baker could—no doubt sincerely—refer him
to these pieces as examples of early muckraking articles. In
fact Baker's first muckraking work tended in a far differ-
ent direction—it showed up abuses in labor-unionism.
Thomas Lawson, the author of the popular Frenzied
Finance, was a bruised speculator with a bitter contempt
for popular democracy.? David Graham Phillips, who
wrote The Treason of the Senate, was making large sums
writing novels for the Saturday Evening Post when Bailey
Millard, the editor of the Cosmopolitan, talked him into
writing the attack on the Senate. Phillips was extremely
reluctant at first, insisting that someone else be engaged
to “gather the facts,” and agreed to undertake the work only
when Gustavus Myers, the Socialist writer, was hired to
do the research. Once engaged upon the task, however,

he developed a real interest in it.

If, from the standpoint of the editors and jouma!.ists_\

themselves, the beginning of muckraking seemed to be
more or less “accidental,” its ending did not. The large
magazine built on muckraking was vulnerable as a business
organization. The publishing firm' was so large an enter-
prise and sold its product for so little that it became in-
tensely dependent upon advertising and credit, and hence
vulnerable to pressure from the business community, Ad-
vertisers did mnot hesitate to withdraw orders for space
when their own interests or related interests were touched
upon. -Bankers adopted a discriminatory credit policy,
so"that modest loans could not be secured even for the
maintenance of a business of greatvalue and proved
stability. In one case, that of Hampton’s, even espionage
*C. C. Fegier: The Era of the Muckuakers (Chapel Hill, 1932), p. 130.
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was employed to destroy the magazine# One magazine, form American society. In truth, that society was getting
Pearson’s, continued to muckrake after 1912, when all f.he along reasonably well, and the muckrakers themselves
others had fallen into new hands or changed their policies, were quite aware of it. The group of leading muckralkers
and its vitality, sustained down to the time of the first that left McClure's in 1906 to form the American Maga-
‘World War, has been cited as evidence that mickraking zine,% as Ray Stannard Baker recalled, was “far more
sentiment did not die a spontaneous death, but was eager to understand and make sure than to dream of |
choked off at its sources by those who were most affected - utopias. . .. We ‘muckraked’ not because we hated
by its exposures® This is a suggestive, but to my mind our world but because we loved it. We were not hopeless,
not a conclusive, point. It is conceivable that there may we were not cynical, we were not bitter.” 7 Their first an..
have been enough muckraking sentiment left to support nouncement promised “the most stirring and delightful
one well-run periodical with a large circulation, but not monthly book of fiction, humor, sentiment, and joyous
a half-dozen plus a large number of smaller imitators. Cer- reading that is anywhere published. It will reflect a happy,
inly business was hostile and made its hostility felt, but struggling, fighting world, in which, as we believe, good .
it also seems that the muckraking mood was tapering off. people are coming out on top. . .. Our magazine will
By 1912 it had been raging at a high pitch for nine years. be whalesome, hopeful, stimulating, uplifting, . . .8
To imagine that it could have gone on indefinitely is to Finally, it is perhaps necessary to point out that within-
mistake its character. the limited framework of the reforms}hat'were possible
Consider who the muckrakers were, what their inten- without structural alterations in the American social and
tions were, and what it was they were doing, Their criti- economic system, the muckrakers did accomplish some-
isms of American society were, in their utmost reaches, thing in the form of legislative changes and social face-
vmsmsery searching and radical, but they were themselves mod- washing. They enjoyed, after all, some sense of real
erate men who intended to propose no radical remedies. achievement, Presumably the temper of the early writers
From the beginning, then, they were limited by the dis- for McClure’s was far more akin to that of the majority
parity betweegn the boldness of their means and the tame- of their middle<class audience than was the attitude of
i . ere working at a time of wide- - :
mess of their ends Tl(‘le’t’h“'. ot a0 ooa] was mot o des. »Most of the principals bave left this incident obscure in their memois,
spread prosperity, an eir app ibili The most informative account is that of Ida Tarbell, op. cit,, pp. 256-7;
perate social needs but to mass sentiments of responsibility, of. Steffens: AutobiograX:y, Pp- 535-6. : :
ind.ignah'on, and g'u.ilt. “Har dly anyone intended that these :Ray Stannard Baker: crican Chr?nidc {lNegv Yprk, 1945), p. 226.
. I should result in action drastic enough to trans- Ibgd.,. PP-, 226—7_. Cf. ngs Tarbell’s recollection’ that the Amenmn
sentiments should re in ac Magazine “had little genuine muckrzking spirit. . . . The idea that
. . Crusad glerc v::r;s something fundax;n::;taﬂy sogn;dband good in industrial rela-
R ine of muckraking, see Louis Filler: Crusaders ons, that in.many spots gone cyond what either: labor
;Q}:oz;ccc:g;s L?:'fb:?:l ]sdmed‘a;C:' '?;k, 19;15). chapter xxviii, and C. C. reformers ere demanding, came to the office as a new attack on tl‘:::
N Regier, op. cit., chapter xil. ) old_problem.” Op. cit., p. 281. “It seems to me,” wiote William Allen
} s Filler, o dt.,' pp- 370~3. The whole subject of the decline of muck- W!xte,“ another member of the group, to editor John S. Phillips in
1 'dal:éxvs a full-length study of its own, centering not simply on 1906, “the great danger before you 15 that of being tog purposeful.
the resistance of the business community but on such factors as populat People will expect the pale drawn face; the set lips and a general line
mooc'l:s'anmd the internal business and promotional methods of the of emotional insanity, You should fool ’em. Give 'em something like
ines themselves. In the latter connection sec Walter A. Gaw: ‘Pigs is Pigs From the prospectus they will judge that yon are going
'Sn:xiim}m portant Trends in the Development of Magazines in the to produce a ‘Thin red line of heroes,’ and instead of which you
United States as an Advertising Medium, unpublished doctoral dis- should have the sharp claque of the slap stick. . . .” Walter Johnson:
sertation, New York University, 1942. William Allen White's America (New York, 1947), p. 159. :

*
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Modern History Sourcebook:
The Declaration of Sentiments,
Seneca Falls Conference, 1848

Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott, two American activists in the movement to
abolish slavery called together the first conference to address Women's rights and issues
in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848. Part of the reason for doing so had been that Mott
had been refused permission to speak at the world anti-slavery convention in London,
even though she had been an official delegate. Applying the analysis of human freedom
developed in the Abolitionist movement, Stanton and others began the public career of
modern feminist analysis

The Declaration of Sentiments

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one portion of the family
of man to assume among the people of the earth a position different from that which they
have hitherto occupied, but one to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the
causes that impel them to such a course.

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights governments are
instituted, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. Whenever any
form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of those who suffer
from it to refuse allegiance to it, and to insist upon the institution of a new government,
laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to
them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will
dictate that governments long established should not be changed for light and transient
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown that mankind are more disposed to
suffer. while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to
which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing
invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it
is their duty to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their future
security. Such has been the patient sufferance of the women under this government, and
such is now the necessity which constrains them to demand the equal station to which
they are entitled. The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations
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on the part of man toward woman, having in direct object the establishment of an
absolute tyranny over her. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.

The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of
man toward woman, having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyrranny
over her. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the elective franchise.
He has compelled her to submit to laws, in the formation of which she had no voice.

He has withheld from her rights which are given to the most ignorant and degraded
men--both natives and foreigners.

Having deprived her of this first right of a citizedn, the elective franchise, thereby leaving
her without representation in the halls of legislation, he has oppressed her on all sides.

He has made her, if married, in the eye of the law, civilly dead.
He has taken from her all right in property, even to the wages she earns.

He has made her, morally, an irresponsible being, as she can commit many crimes with
impunity, provided they be done in the presence of her husband. In the covenant of
marriage, she is compelled to promise obedience to her husband, he becoming, to all
intents and purposes, her master--the law giving him power to deprive her of her liberty,
and to administer chastisement.

He has so framed the laws of divorce, as to what shall be the proper causes, and in case of
separation, to whom the guardianship of the children shall be given, as to be wholly
regardles of the happiness of women--the law, in all cases, going upon a flase supposition
of the supremacy of man, and giving all power into his hands.

After depﬁving her of all rights as a married woman, if single, and the owner of property,
he has taxed her to support a government which recognizes her only when her property
can be made profitable to it.

He has monopolized nearly all the profitable employments, and from those she is
permitted to follow, she receives but a scanty remuneration. He closes against her all the
avenues to wealth and distinction which he considers most homorable to himself. As a
teacher of theoloy, medicine, or law, she is not known.

He has denied her the facilities for obtaining a thorough education, all colleges being
closed against her.

He allows her in church, as well as state, but a suborinate position, claiming apostolic
authority for her exclusion from the ministry, and, with some exceptions, from any public
participation in the affairs of the church.

He has created a false public sentiment by giving to the world a different code of morals

for men and women, by which moral delinquencies which exclude women from society,
are not only tolerated, but deemed of little account in man.

6/22/10 9:02 AM




Modern History Sourcebook: Seneca Falls: The Declaration of ... http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/senecafalls.html

303

He has usurped the prerogative of Jehovah himself, claiming it as his right to assign for
her a sphere of action, when that belongs to her conscience and to her God.

He has endeavored, in every way that he could, to destroy her conficence in her own
powers, to lessen her self-respect, and to make her willing to lead a dependent and abject
life.

Now, in view of this entire disfranchisement of one-half the people of this country, their
social and religious degradation--in view of the unjust laws above mentioned, and
because women do feel themselves aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of
their most sacred rights, we insist that they have immediate admission to all the rights and
privileges which belong to them as citizens of the United States.

from Elizabeth Cady Stanton, A History of Woman Suffrage , vol. 1 (Rochester, N.Y.:
Fowler and Wells, 1889), pages 70-71.
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3 BCI’CIISOH
Progressive Era: Varying Thoughts on Race Relations
By 1900, the Tuskegee Institute, lieaded by Booker T, Washington, hiad been operatirig

for alinost 20 years. Five years later, W.E.B, Du Bois would found the Niagara
Movement. The two men had differing points of view and different agendas for African

Americans.

* Diréctions: Study each document carefully and answer the question about it

Document1 -

‘| Brickmaking has now become such an importantindustry at {Tuske e‘é Instl te]
4  has now becs an important: ry at [Tus] tate]
I that last season our'stidents manufaCtUrés twelve huri‘dh;},e’d {tlgou‘sanigd of ﬁ'xrs.t-‘cla's]s b
‘bricks. . . . Aside from. this, scores of young men have mastered the brickmaking -
trada, .. and are now engiged in this industzy in‘many parts of the Seuth,

The making of these bricks taught me an important lesson in, regard to the rela-
t;gns of the two races in, the South. Many white people who had had no: contact
‘with the-school . . . came to us to buy bricks because they. found out that ours were
, good bricks. They discovered that we were supplying. a real want ifi. the community.
( | Ibe making of these bricks caused many. of the white residents oF thie neighbout-
| heoodtobegin tofeel that , . . in educating vuir students we were adding something
 fo thewealth and comfors of the community, As the people-of the fisighbouthood”
cam¢ to us to buy bricks, we got acquainted with them; . . . Ourbusiness interests |
becamg intermingled, . .. This, in'a Jarge measure, helped to lay thé foundation for |
the pleasant relations that have continued to exist between us and the white people -
in:thaf section; and which now-extend throughout the South. AR £

—ftom Up from: Slavery by Bovke: T. ‘Washington

From this excerpt, what inference can you draw about Washington"s approach to race
refations? On what is your-inference based?.




Document 2

Mr. Washington represents in"Negro thought the:old attitude of adjustment and
’Sum,sibn.-.+ .. [Hel distinc_tly asks that black People give up, at least for the pre-’
sent, three fhfn_gs,‘—— :

First, political power,
Second, insistence on civil rights,
Third, higher education of Negra youth,—

and conceritrate all their engigies on industrial education, the atoumiulation of
wealth, and the conciliation of the-South. This policy has been eouragegusly and
insistently advocated for over fifteen years. ... . In these years there have occurred:
1. The disfranchisement of the Negro. ‘ ,
2. The legal creation of 4 distinct status of civil inferiority for the Negro,
3.'The steady withdrawal of aid from institutions for the higher-training:
of. thie Negro. : '

These movemients are not, to be sure, direct results of Mr. Washington’s teachings;
but his propaganda has . . , helped their speedier accomplishment. The question.
ther comies: Is it possible, and vﬁobable.. \at nine millions of men can make
effective progress in economic lines if they are. deprived of political rights, made a
. servile caste, and allowed only the most meagie c’lgance for developing their
exceptional men? "

Tu Du Bois opinion, what are some negative effects of Booker T, Washington’s popular’
 teachings?
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" Docment 3

{ Nothing has been more rerarkible in the recent history of the Negro than

- ‘Washington’s ris¢ to influerics as a leader, and the spread of his ideals of
 education and ng&"eSSi x» The central idea.of his doctrine, indeed, is-work.
| He teaches that if the Negro wins by real worth a strong ‘economie position
1 inthe country, other rights and privileges will come %o him naturally. He
. ;l:;nl%f gett his rights, not by gift of the-white man, but by earning them
] himself. : ' )

H .

{ Wherever Ifound a prosperous Negro ~ente(ripr_ise,;a_ thriving business place,.
| a:good home, there I was almost sure to find Booker . Washington’s picture
{ ~over the fireplace or 4 little framed motto expressina% his gospel of work and

service. . . . Many highly educated Negroes, especially, in the North, dislike
him and oppose him, but he has brought new hope and ‘given new courage
to the masses of his race. He has given them a working %lan of life. And is
there a higher testof usefulness? Measured byrany standard, white or black,
Washington must be regarded to-day as one of the great men.of this country:
and in the future he will be so honoured, b

—seditorial by Ray Stannard Baker from American Magazine, 1008

_ A;_'-,cc)faiﬁéito this witer, who admires Booker T. Washington and-who opposes him?
" Why, in the writer’s opinion, is Washington deserving of admiration?

Whatiisthe basic disagreement between Washington and Du Bois? Whose approach: for-
the advaneement of African Americars do you think had more merit at the time and why?
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Booker T and W.E.B.
by Dudley Randall

" “ltseems tame,” said Booker T,
“It shows & mighty lt of cheek
To Study chemistry and Greek
When Mister Charlie needs: a hand

. To hoe the cotton on his fand,
And whin Miss Anin looks for a cuok,
Why:stick your nose inside-a book?*

*| don't dgee;* said W.E.B.,
“If | sheuld have the drive to seek
Knowledge of chemistry or Greek,
[t dait. Charles and Miss can look
- Another place for hand or cook,
Some:meti rejoice in-skill of hand;
And some in culivating land,

But there-are:others who maintain
The right to:cultivate the brain,”

‘It seems to me,” said Booker T,

“Thiat all you folks have missed the boat

Who shiout abiout the righit to vote,

And spend vain days and sleepless mghts

Inuproar over civil rights.

Just keep your meuths shu, do notgrouss,

But-work, and save, and buy a hous&

‘Idon't agree,”said WEB, -
*For what can property avail ...

I dignity and justice fail. .
Unless you help to make the Taws,

They'll steal your house with trufnped—up clause

A rope S as tlght, a ﬂre as hot

.....

But a5 for me' il be a man |
“It seems to me,” said Booker T.—
“| don't agree,” Said W.B.B.

Circle the ﬁest argument
of DuBoisand
Washington {each] poinfed

out in this poenm

{Copyright 2004 YaleNow Haven Teichers Tnstifutc]




Document 1

One of the points in which T was especially interested was the Jim Crow requlations, that is, the system of
separation of the racesn street cars and railroad frams.

I was curious to see how the system worked out (n Atlanta. Over the door of each car, I found the sign:
“White people will seat from front of car toward the back and colored people from toward front". Sure
enough, I found the white people in front and the Negroes behind.

As the sign indicates, there is no definite line of divisionbetween the white seats and the black seats, as in
many other Southern cities. This very absence of a clear demarcation is significant of many relationships in
the South. The color line is drawn, but neither race knows just where it 1s. Indeed, 1t can hardly be
definitely drawn in many relationships, because it is constantly changing. This uncertainty is a fertile source
of friction and bitterness.

The very first time I was ona car in Atlanta, I saw the conductor - all conductors are white - ask a Negro
woman fo get up and take a seat farther back in order to make a place for a white man. I have also seen
white men requested to leave the Negro section of the car.

“We pay first-class fare," said one of the leading Negroes in Atlanta, “exactly as the white man does, but
we don't get first-class service. I say it isn't fair."

Charles T. Hopkins, a leader in the Civic League and one of the prominent lawyers of the city, told me that
he believed the Negroes should be given their definite seats in every car; he said that he personally made it
a practice to stand up-rather than to take any one of the four back seats, which he considered as belonging
to the Negroes....

A few years ago no hotel or restaurant in Boston refused Negro guests; now several hotels, restaurants,
and especially confectionary stores, will not serve Negroes, even the best of them. The discrimination is not
made openly, but a Negro who goes to such places is informed that there are no accommodations, or he is
overlooked and otherwise slighted, so that he does not come again. A strong pre judice exists against
renting flats and houses in many white neighborhoods to colored people. The Negro in Boston, as in other
cities, is building up “quarters,” which he occupies to the increasing exclusion of other classes of people.

SOURCE: Ray Stannard Baker, “following the Color Line", American Magazine, 1908.

PDocument 2 |

1

In detail our demands are clear and unequivocal. First, we would vote, with the right to vote goes -
everything: Freedom, manhood, the honor of your wives, the chastity of your daughters, the right to work,
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and the chance to rise, and let no man listen to those who deny this.
We want full manhood suffrage, and we want 1t now, henceforth and forever.

Second. We want discrimination in public accommodation to cease. Separation in railway and sireet
cars, based simply on race and color, is un-American, un-democratic, and silly. We protest against all such
discrimination.

Third. We claim the right of freedmen to walk, talk, and be with them that wish to be with us. No man
has a right to choose another man's friends, and to attempt to do so is an impudent interference with the
most fundamental human privilege.

Fourth. We want the laws enforced against rich as well as poor; against Capitalists as well as Laborer:;
against white as well as black. We are not more lawless than the white race, we are more of ten arrested,
convicted, and mobbed. We want justice even for criminals and outlaws. We want the Constitution of the
country enforced. We want Congress to take charge of Congressional elections. We want the Fourteenth
amendment carried out to the letter and every State disenfranchised in Congress which attempts to
disfranchise its rightful voters. We want the Fifteenth amendment enforced and no State allowed to base
its franchise simply on color.

The failure of the Republican Party in Congress at the session just closed to redeem its pledge of 1904
with reference to suffrage conditions at the South seems a plain, deliberate, and premeditated breach of
promise, and stamps that party as guilty of obtaining votes under false pretense.

Fifth. We want our children educated. The school system in the country districts of the Southisa
disgrace and in few towns and cities are the Negro schools what they ought to be. We want the national
_government to step in and wipe out illiteracy in the South. Either the United States will destroy ignorance
or ignorance will destroy the United States. '

And when we call for education we mean real education. We believe in work. We ourselves are workers,
but work is not necessarily education. Education is the development of power and ideal. We want our
children trained as intelligent human beings should be, and we will fight for all time against any proposal to
educate black boys and girls simply as servants and underlings, or simply for the use of other people. They
have a right to know, to think, fo aspire. '

These are some of the chief things which we want. How shall we get them? By voting where we may
vote, by persistent, unceasing agitation; by hammering at the truth, by sacrifice and work.

We do not believe in violence, neither in the despised violence of the raid nor the lauded violence of the
soldier, nor the barbarous violence of the mob, but we do believe in John Brown, in that incarnate spirit of
justice, that hatred of a lie, that willingness to sacrifice money, reputation, and life itself on the altar of
righ't. And here on the scene of John Brown's martyrdom we reconsecrate ourselves, our honor, our
property to the final emancipation of the race which John Brown died to make free. ’

SOURCE: The Niagara Movement's Address to the Country by W.E.B. Du Bois, August 20, 1906.
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PDocument 3

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is said that the strongest chain is no stronger than its weakest link. In the Southern part of our
country there are twenty-two millions of your brethren who are bound to you by ties which you cannot tear
asunder if you would. The most intelligent man in your community has his intelligence darkened by the
ignorance of a fellow citizen in the Mississippi bottoms. The most wealthy in your city would be more
wealthy but for the poverty of a fellow being in the Carolina rice swamps. The most moral and religious
among you has his religion and morality modified by the degradation of the man in the South whose religion
is a mere matter of form or emotionalism. - .

The vote in your state that is cast for the highest and purest form of government is largely
neutralized by the vote of the man in Louisiana whose ballot is stolen or cast in ignorance. When the South
is poor, you are poor; when the South commits crime, you commit crime. My friends, there is no mistake; you
must help us fo raise the character of our civilization or yours will be lowered....

Can you make your intelligence affect us in the same ratio that our ignorance affects you? Let us put
a not improbable case, one that involves peace or war, the honor or dishonor of our nation—yea, the very
existence of the government. The North and West are divided. There are five million votes to be cast in
the South, and of this number one half are ignorant. Not only are one half the voters ignorant, but, because
of this ignorant vote, corruption, dishonesty in a dozen forms have crept into the exercise of the political
franchise.... The time may not be far off when to this kind of jury we shall have to look for the verdict that
is to decide the course of our democratic institutions. '

When a'great national calamity stares us in the face, we are, I fear, foo much given to depending ona
short campaign of education to do on the hustings what should have been accomplished in the schoolroom.
With this preliminary survey, let us examine with more care the work to be done in the South before all
classes will be fit for the highest duties of citizenship.

Inreference to my own race I am confronted with some embarrassment at the outset because of the
various and conflicting opinions as to what is to be its final place in our economic and political life. Within
the last thirty years—and, I might add, within the last three months--it has been proven by eminent
authority that the Negro is increasing in numbers so fast that it is only a question of a few years before he
will far outnumber the white race in the South, and it has also been proven that the Negro is fast dying out
and it is only a question of a few years before he will have completely disappeared. It has also been proven
that crime among us is on the increase and that crime is on the decrease: that education helps the Negro,
that education also hurts him; that he is fast leaving the South and taking up his residence in the North and
West, and that the tendency of the Negro is to drift to the lowlands of the Mississippi bottoms. It has
been proven that as a slave laborer he produced less cotton than a free man. It has been proven that
education unfits the Negro for work....

In the midst of this confusion there are a few things of which I feel certain that furnish a basis for
thought and action. I know ... that, whether in slavery or freedom, we have always been loyal to the Stars
and Stripes, that no schoolhouse has been opened for us that has not been filled; that 1,500,000 ballots
that we have the right to cast are as potent for weal and woe as the ballot cast by the whitest and most
influential man in your commonwealth.... .

I fear that the wisest and most interested have not fully comprehended the task which American
slavery has laid at the doors of the Republic. Few, I fear, realize what is to be done before the seven
million of my: people in the South can be made a safe, helpful, progressive part of our institutions. The
South, in proportion to its ability, has done well, but this does not change facts. Let me illustrate what I
mean by a single example. In spite of all that has been done, I was in a county in Alabama a few days ago
where there are some thirty thousand colored people and about seven thousand whites; in this county not a
single public school for Negroes has been open this year longer than three months, not a single colored




teacher has been paid more than fifteen dollars a month for his teaching. Not one of these schools was
taught in a building worthy of the name of schoolhouse. In this county the state or public authorities do not
own a dollar’s worth of school property—not a schoolhouse, a blackboard, or a piece of crayon.

Each colored child had spent on him this year for his education about fifty cents, while one of your
children had spent on him this year for education not far from twenty dollars. And yet each citizen of this
county is expected to share the burdens and privileges of our democratic form of government just as
intelligently and conscientiously as the citizens of your beloved Kings County. A vote in this county means as
much to the nation as a vote in the city of Boston....

T have referred to industrial education as a means of fitting the millions of my people in the South
for the duties of citizenship. Until there is industrial independence it is hardly possible to have a pure
ballot. In the country districts of the Gulf states it is safe to say that not more than one black man in
twenty owns the land he cultivates. Where so large a proportion of the people are dependent, live in other
people's houses, eat other people’s food, and wear clothes they have not paid for, it is a pretty hard thing
to tell how they are going to vote.

My remarks thus far have referred mainly to my own race. But there is another side. The longer I
live and the more I study the question, the more I am convinced that it is not so much a problem as to what
you will do with the Negro as what the Negro will do with you and your civilization.... The educators, the
statesmen, the philanthropists have never comprehended their duty toward the millions of poor whites in
the South who were buffeted for two hundred years between slavery and freedom, between civilization and
degradation, who were disregarded by both master and slave. It needs no prophet to tell the character of
our future civilization when the poor white boy in the country districts of the South receives one dollar's
worth of education and your boy twenty dollars’ worth, when one never enters a library or reading room and
the other has libraries and reading rooms in every ward and town. When one hears lectures and sermons
once in two months and the other can hear a lecture or sermon every day in the year. When you help the
South you help yourselves....

Some years ago a bright young man of my race succeeded in passing a competitive examination for a
cadetship at the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis. Says the young man, Mr. Henry Baker, in
describing his stay at this institution: "I was several times attacked with stones and was forced finally to
appeal to the officers, when a marine was detailed to accompany me across the campus and from the mess
hall at meal times. My books were mutilated, my clothes were cut and in some instances destroyed, and all
the petty annoyances which ingenuity could devise were inflicted upon me daily, and during seamanship
practice aboard the Dale attempts were often made to do me personal injury while T would be aloft in the
rigging. No one ever addressed me by name. I was called the Moke usually, the Nigger for variety. I was
shunned as if I were a veritable leper, and received curses and blows as the only method my persecutors
had of relieving the monotony."

Not once during the two years, with one exception, did any one of the more than four hundred cadets
enrolled ever come to him with a word of advice, counsel, sympathy, or information.... The one exception was
in the case of a Pennsylvania boy, who stealthily brought him a piece of his birthday cake at twelve o'clock
one night. The act so surprised Baker that his suspicions were aroused, but these were dispelled by the
donor, who read 1o him a letter which he had received from his mother, from whom the cake came, in which
she requested that a slice be given to the colored cadet who was without friends.

T recite this incident not for the purpose merely of condemning the wrong done a member of my
race; no, no, not that. I mention the case, not for the one cadet, but for the sake of the four hundred
cadets, for the sake of the four hundred American families, the four hundred American communities whose
civilization and Christianity these cadets represented. Here were four hundred and more young men
representifig the flower of our country, who had passed through our common schools and were preparing
themselves at public expense to defend the honor of our country. And yet, with grammar, reading, and
arithmetic in the public schools, and with lessons in the arts of war, the principles of physical courage at
Annapolis, both systems seemed to have utterly failed to prepare a single one of these young men for real
life, that he could be brave enough, Christian enough, American enough, to take this poor defenseless black




boy by the hand in open daylight and let the world know that he was his friend. Education, whether of black
man or white man, that gives one physical courage to stand in front of the cannon and fails to give him moral
courage to stand up in defense of right and justice is a failure.

.. My friends, we are one in this country. The question of the highest citizenship and the complete
education of all concerns nearly ten million of my own people and over sixty million of yours. We rise as you
rise; when we fall you fall. When you are strong we are strong: when we are weak you are weak. There is no
power than can separate our destiny. The Negro can afford to be wronged; the white man cannot afford to
wrong him....

If a white man steals a Negro's ballot it is the white man who is permanently injured. Physical death
comes to the one Negro lynched in a county, but death of the morals—death of the soul—comes to the
thousands responsible for the lynching.

We are a patient, humble people. We can afford to work and wait. There is plenty in this country for us to
do. Away up in the atmosphere of goodness, forbearance, patience, long-suffering, and forgiveress the
workers are not many or overcrowded. If others would be little we can be great. If others would be mean
we can be good. If others would push us down we can help push them up. Character, not circumstances,
makes the man....

During the next half-century and more my race must continue passing through the severe American
crucible. We are to be tested in our patience, in our forbearance, our power fo endure wrong, to withstand
temptation, fo succeed, to acquire and use skill, our ability to compete, to succeed in commerce; to
disregard the superficial for the real, the appearance for the substance; to be great and yet the servant of
all. This, this is the passport to all that is best in the life of our republic, and the Negro must possess it or
be debarred. In working out our destiny, while the main burden and center of activity must be with us, we
shall need in a large measure the help, the encouragement, the guidance that the strong can give the weak.
Thus helped, we of both races in the South shall soon throw off the shackles of racial and sectional
prejudice and rise above the clouds of ignorance, narrowness, and selfishness into that atmosphere, that
pure sunshine, where it will be our highest ambition to serve man, our brother, regardless of race or past
conditions.

SOURCE: Booker T. Washington, Address Before the Institute of Arts and Sciences, Brooklyn, NY,
September 30, 1896.

ocument 4

Dear Miss Wells:

Let me give you thanks for your faithful paper on the lynch abomination now generally practiced against
colored people in the South. There has been no word equal to it in convincing power. I have spoken, but my
word is feeble in comparison. You give us what you know and testify from actual knowledge. You have dealt
with the f%;fs with cool, painstaking fidelity and left those naked and un-contradicted facts to speak for
themselves.

Brave woman! you have done your people and mine a service which can neither be weighed nor
measured. If American conscience were only half alive, if the American church and clergy were only half
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christianized, if American moral sensibility were not hardened by persistent infliction of outrage and crime
against colored people, a scream of horror, shame and indignation would rise to Heaven wherever your
pamphlet shall be read.

But alas! even crime has power to reproduce itself and create conditions favorable to its own
existence. It sometimes seems we are deserted by earth and Heaven--yet we must still think, speak and

work, and trust in the power of a merciful God for final deliverance.

Very truly and gratefully yours,
FREDERICK DOUGLASS.

Cedar Hill. Anacostia, D.C., Oct. 25, 1892.

SOURCE: Letter from Frederick Douglass to Ida B. Wells, 1892.

Document 5

SOQURCE: Tuskegee Institute classroom, late 19c.
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PDocument 6

Persons Lynche_d in the U. S. [by race]

Year Whites Blacks TOTAL
1882 64 49 113
1885 110 74 184
1890 11 g5 96
1895 66 113 179
1900 9 106 115

SOURCE: U. S. National Archives (1882 was the first year that these statistics were gathered).

Pocument 7

Black Leaders Criticize Theodore Roosevelt
Negro Pastors Assail Roosevelt's Army Order One Calls Him a Judas for Dismissing Colored Troops
Threaten a Change in Votes

Deep resentment over the action of President Roosevelt in discharging without honor three companies of
the colored Twenty-fifth United States Infantry was expressed yesterday by the preachers in the negro
churches in the city. They protested against the arbitrary nature of the order and declared that the
President never would have dared to give like treatment to white soldiers.

They saw in the selection of a Southerner to make the official investigation into the troubles at Brownsville
a truckling to sectional prejudice, and they declared in so many words that the negroes of New York would
seek revenge at the ballot box.

As the preachers expressed their feelings it was evident that the feelings of their congregations had been
deeply touched also. They punctuated the telling points of the sermons with exclamations of approval. At -
Mount Olivet Baptist Church, Fifty-third Street and Seventh Avenue, the Rev. Dr. Gilbert presented
resolutions condemning the President, and they were carried by the congregation rising in a body. In
introducing the subject he said:




"You have of ten heard me speak in admiration of the President, but now we have lost confidence in him. He
has yielded to the urgodly prejudice of the South and has acted as he never would have done with white
people. You know colored people, and you know that those who committed the crime, which we as much as
any condemn, would never have told their comrades. Yet he punishes all alike. His own son a few weeks ago
refused to accuse his comrades, and no one approved more heartily than the President."

The resolutions offered recited the history of Brownsville trouble and went on:

As a church we object to the singling out of negro soldiers for a course of treatment that is unprecedented
in the history of the country. We are unalterably opposed to the un- American idea of making the innocent
suffer vicariously for the wrongdoing of a few guilty men, and we believe that the dismissal of all of the
men of the three companies referred to is too great a concession to prejudice against our people. In view of
the above-expressed sentiments be it

Resolved. That the action of the President of the United States is most heartily disapproved by us, and is
so much the more disapproved by us because of the high regard we have hitherto cherished for him.

Resolved, further. That it is our conviction that the order of the President should be forthwith rescinded.

Resolved, further. That a copy of these resolutions be given to the press for publication, and that a copy
be sent to the President and also one to the War Department.

In the Memorial, A. M. E. Zion Church of Brooklyn the Rev. Dr. F. M. Jacobs said:

“The President might eat with a thousand Booker T. Washington's and it would not hurt us as much as this
action. The black man and woman do not want social equality; they do want justice and equity. In his
ambition he has forgotten all of the bravery and self-sacrifice of the negro troops, through which alone he
is alive to-day."

Further references fo the rescue of the Rough Riders on San Juan Hill by the negro troops were made at
the Abyssinian Baptist Church, West Fortieth Street, by the Rev. Dr. Charles S. Morris. He said:

"When the President, whose life our soldiers saved on the red slopes of San Juan Hill, whose nomination to
the Governorship of New York our votes ratified at the ballot box, sends a Southerner full of the prejudice
of that section fo investigate a case of lawless disorder, and brands with an ineffable stain 150 men for the
crime of ten or twelve, a people with a million votes, which can be cast and counted, will smite with
unforgiving condemnation the next Presidential candidate of the Republican Party.

“The President's decree was signed the day after election. He shot us when our gun was empty. But we have
two years to work, and our slogan shall be a Republican Congress to protect our people in the South, a
Democratic President to resent the insult heaped upon us. Thus we shall answer Theodore Roosevelt, once
enshrined in our love as our Moses, now enshrouded in our scorn as our Judas."

SOURCE: The New York Times, November 20, 1906.
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A ship lost at sea for many days suddenly sighted a friendly vessel. From the mast of the unfortunate
vessel was seen a signal, "Water, water; we die of thirst!" The answer from the friendly vessel at once came
back, "Cast down your bucket where you are." A second time the signal, "Water, water; send us water!” ran
up from the distressed vessel, and was answered, "Cast down your bucket where you are." And a third and
fourth signal for water was answered, "Cast down your bucket where you are." The captain of the
distressed vessel, at last heeding the injunction, cast down his bucket, and it came up full of fresh,
sparkling water from the mouth of the Amazon River. To those of my race who depend on bettering their
condition in a foreign land or who underestimate the importance of cultivating friendly relations with the

| Southern white man, who is their next-door neighbor, I would say: “Cast down your bucket where you are"-
cast it down in making friends in every manly way of the people of all races by whom we are surrounded.

Cast it down in agriculture, mechanics, in commerce, in domestic service, and in the professions. And in this
connection it is well to bear in mind that whatever other sins the South may be called to bear, when it
comes to business, pure and simple, it is in the South that the Negro is given a man's chance in the
commercial world, and in nothing is this Exposition more eloguent than in emphasizing this chance. Our
greatest danger is that in the great leap from slavery to freedom we may overlook the fact that the
masses of us are to live by the productions of our hands, and fail to keep in mind that we shall prosper in
proportion as we learn to dignify and glorify common labor, and put brains and skill into the common -
occupations of life; shall prosper in proportion as we learn to draw the line between the superficial and the
substantial, the ornamental gewgaws of life and the useful. No race can prosper till it learns that there is
as much dignity in tilling a field as in writing a poem. It is at the bottom of life we must begin, and not at
the top. Nor should we permit our grievances to overshadow our opportunities.

To those of the white race who look to the incoming of those of foreign birth and strange tongue and
habits for the prosperity of the South, were I permitted I would repeat what I say to my own race, “Cast
‘down your bucket where you are." Cast it down among the eight millions of Negroes whose habits you know,
whose fidelity and love you have tested in days when to have proved treacherous meant the ruin of your
firesides. Cast down your bucket among these people who have, without strikes and labour wars, tilled your
fields, cleared your forests, builded your railroads and cities, and brought forth treasures from the bowels
of the earth, and helped make possible this magnificent representation of the progress of the South.
Casting down your bucket among my people, helping and encouraging them as you are doing on these grounds,
and to education of head, hand, and heart, you will find that they will buy your surplus land, make blossom
the waste places in your fields, and run your factories. While doing this, you can be sure in the future, as in
the past, that you and your families will be surrounded by the most patient, faithful, law-abiding, and
unresentful people that the world has seen. As we have proved our loyalty to you in the past, in nursing
your children, watching by the sick-bed of your mothers and fathers, and often following them with tear-
dimmed eyes to their graves, so in the future, in our humble way, we shall stand by you with a devotion that
no foreigner can approach, ready to lay down our lives, if need be, in defense of yours, interlacing our
industrial, commercial, civil, and religious life with yours in a way that shall make the interests of both
races one. In all things that are purely social we can be as separate as the fingers, yet one as the hand in all
things essential to mutual progress....

Nearly sixtzen millions of hands will aid you in pulling the load upward, or they will pull against you the load
downward. We shall constitute one-third and more of the ignorance and crime of the South, or one-third its
intelligence and progress; we shall contribute ore-third to the business and industrial prosperity of the
South, or we shall prove a veritable body of death, stagnating, depressing, retarding every effort to




advance the body politic.

In conclusion, may I repeat that nothing in thirty years has given us more hope and encouragement, and
drawn us so near to you of the white race, as this opportunity offered by the Exposition; and here bending,
as it were, over the altar that represents the results of the struggles of your race and mine, both starting
practically empty-handed three decades ago, I pledge that in your effort to work out the great and
intricate problem which God has laid at the doors of the South, you shall have at all times the patient,
sympathetic help of my race; only let this be constantly in mind, that, while from representations in these
buildings of the product of field, of forest, of mine, of factory, letters, and art, much good will come, yet
far above and beyond material benefits will be that higher good, that, let us pray God, will come, ina
blotting out of sectional differences’ and racial animosities and suspicions, in a determination to administer
absolute justice, in a willing obedience among all classes to the mandates of law. This, coupled with our
material prosperity, will bring into our beloved South a new heaven and a new earth.

SOURCE: Booker T. Washington, Atlanta Exposition Address, 1895.

Pocument 9

..We think the enforced separation of the races, as applied to the internal commerce of the State,
neither abridges the privileges or immunities of the colored man, deprives him of his property without due
process of law, nor denies him the equal protection of the laws, within the meaning of the Fourteenth
Amendment. :

We consider the underlying fallacy of the plaintiff's argument to consist in the assumption that the
enforced separation of the two races stamps the colored race with a badge of inferiority. If this be so, it
is not by reason of anything found in the act, but solely because the colored race chooses to put that
construction upon it. The argument necessarily assumes that if, as has been more than once the case, and is
not unlikely to be so again, the colored race should become the dominant power in the state legislature, and
should enact a law in precisely similar terms, it would thereby relegate the white race fo an inferior
position. We imagine that the white race, at least, would not acquiesce in this assumption. The argument
also assumes that social prejudices may be overcome by legislation, and that equal rights cannot be secured
to the negro except by an enforced commingling of the two races. We cannot accept this
proposition...Legislation is powerless fo eradicate racial instincts or to abolish distinctions based upon
physical differences, and the attempt to do so can only result in accentuating the difficulties of the
present situation. If the civil and political rights of both races be equal one cannot be inferior to the other
civilly or politically. If one race be inferior to the other socially, the Constitution of the United States
cannot put them upon the same plane....

SOURCE: Majority decision—Plessy v. Ferguson, 1896.




PDocument 10

..we have before us a state enactment that compels, under penalties, the separation of the two races
in railroad passenger coaches, and makes it a crime for a citizen of either race to enter a coach that has
been assigned tfo citizens of the other race...

In respect of civil rights, common to all citizens, the Constitution of the United States does not, T
think, permit any public authority to know the race of those entitled to be protected in the employment of
such rights.... -

It was said in argument that the statute of Louisiana does not discriminate against either race, but
prescribes a rule applicable alike to white and colored citizens. But this argument does not meet the
difficulty. Every one knows that the statute in question had its origin in the purpose,..to exclude colored
people from coaches occupied by or assigned to white persons....

The white race deems itself to be the dominant race in this country.

_.But in view of the Constitution, in the eye of the law, there is in this country no superior, dominant,
ruling class of citizens. There is no caste here. Our Constitution is color-blind, and neither knows nor
tolerates classes among citizens. Inrespect of civil rights, all citizens are equal before the law..It is,
therefore, to be regretted that this high tribunal, the final expositor of the fundamental law of the land,
has reached the conclusion that it is competent for a State to regulate the enjoyment by citizens of their
civil rights solely upon the basis of race.

In my opinion, the judgment this day rendered will, in time, prove to be quite as pernicious as the
decision made by this tribunal in the Dred Scott case...

The arbitrary separation of citizens, on the bas:s of race, while they are on a public highway, is a
badge of servitude wholly inconsistent with the civil freedom and the equality before the law established
by the Constitution. It cannot be justified upon any legal grounds....

SOURCE: Justice Harlan dissenting--Plessy v. Ferguson, 1896.
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only the eight electoral votes of Utah and
Vermont) he accepted a position as Kent
fessor of Constitutional Law at Yale
rsity, where he wrote his

of the Supreme
Court by Warren Harding, a position he
would hold until Mis death in 1930.

been honore
inent nati is unique

Success-

ship/ an extraordinary combination of
feafs which we are unlikely to see repeated
American politics.

A number of observations can be made
about Taft’s career. First, the bulk of his
pre-presidential career — 20 years to be ex-
act—were associated with legal-judicial
positions as opposed to top legislative or
executive positions. Only eight years were
spent in national administrative office be-
fore his actual nomination. Coming from
such a legalistic-judicial background, it is
little wonder that he became the most
judicial of our presidents and, paradoxi-
cally, one of the most political of our
Chief Justices.

Secondly, Taft came to the Presidency
without ever having run for a major legis-
lative or executive office, let alone run for
reelection. True, his career had neverthe-
less involved him in national politics and
issues, but it was a career that had not
required the development of skills in cam-
paigning or in manipulating public opin-
ion, or as Taft himself would have ex-
pressed it, “playing to the gallery.”" And
as so many of our presidents and country-
men have learned to their dismay, the
presidency is no place for on-the-job
training.

Thirdly, the nomination of such a
distinguished public servant would be vir-
tually impossible today under our “re-
formed” presidential nominating proce-
dures. The old convention system, say
what you may about it, could occasional-
ly nominate an extraordinary public ser-

vant like Taft. It remains to be seen
whether this will be possible under the new
selection system that has evolved, a sys-
tem that seems to reward undistinguished
personalities instead, at least so far. The
William Howard Tafts of this world are
unlikely to be nominated for the presi-
dency again, not because of any personal
deficiencies they might have, but because
the personal, “presidential” qualities that
attracted the attention of top party lead-
ers are no longer counted as heavily under
the popular nominating system that has
emerged since 1968.

But what of the legacies of the Taft
Presidency itself? Given the passage of
time, they are not immediately evident.
But, of course, it depends on what lega-
cies you are referring to. There are three
kinds of Taft legacies that one can focus
on: 1) the actual accomplishments of the
administration that have permanently af-
fected our political landscape; 2) the polit-
ical beliefs of the man that remain time-
less in their appeal and significance; and
3) the selectively recorded “facts” about
the administration that scholars have
chosen to remember and include in our
histories and texts.

What were the major accomplishments
of the Taft Presidency? One has to view
this administration as a transitional one
which continued, however reluctantly, to
move the nation in the general direction
of more national regulation of growing
corporate power. The Payne-Aldrich
Tariff Act of 1910, of course, stands as
the monument of Taft’s first two years, a
monument, however, that attracted as
much criticism as praise, because it failed
to meet popular expectations of a major
decrease in rates, expectations Taft him-
self had fed during the 1908 campaign.
Add to the Tariff Act Taft’s zealous en-
forcement of the anti-trust laws, amend-
ments to existing laws regulating the rail-
roads and the food and drug industry, the
16th Amendment legalizing the income
tax, and the Panama Canal Act, and you
have some of the highlights of his four
years. Of course, he continued the Roose-
velt foreign policy of expanding American
influence in the world and added a special
twist by pushing commercial expansion
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through what came to be termed “Dollar
Diplomacy.”

However, these accomplishments are
modest, indeed, in comparison to the
more dramatic presidencies that have fol-
lowed. We should not look to Taft’s rec-
ord for any enduring legacies, with the
possible exception, in my estimation, of
his courageous unwillingness to use mili-
tary force against Mexico to quell a series
of border incidents in 1911. But, as we all
know, presidents who go to war always
seem to attract more historical attention
than those who keep the peace.

What of his conservative principles and
beliefs? Here the legacies are as strong
and as enduring as conservative thought
itself in American history. Four areas of
Taft’s thought—his belief in constitu-
tional democracy, separation of powers,
political parties as essential instruments of
democracy, and his warnings about the
dangers of radical majoritarianism—all
remain relevant intellectual legacies for
our own age.

Taft believed deeply in the “rule of law”
rather than the rule of men. For many to-
day, the “rule of law” has become merely
a cliche, but, for Taft, it was his religion;
it was his life! Belief in its existence and its
importance for civilized life was the cor-
nerstone of his personal beliefs and public
actions. He may have worshipped Law
too deeply for his own public good (cer-
tainly Roosevelt and the Progressives
thought so), but his public record cannot
be properly understood without recogniz-
ing the critical role this belief played in
guiding his public career. The “rule of
law” meant, of course, constitutional
democracy, always with the emphasis
upon the word “constitutional” rather
than the word “democracy.” Democracy
was only tolerable if it was restrained
through appropriate constitutional de-
vices to prevent majorities from abusing
their powers.

A corollary to Taft’s belief in constitu-
tionalism was his respect for our tripartite
system of government, for separation of
powers and checks and balances—those
ingenious inventions of our Founding
Fathers designed to preserve human liber-
ty and curtail the excesses of majority

rule. Again, one cannot understand Taft’s
public record unless one understands the
importance of these principles in his
world view. Taft is invariably associated
with the so-called “constitutional” or
“literalist” conception of the presidency;
but he was not, in fact, an advocate of a
weak presidency. He believed in a strong
presidency, operating, however, in a bal-
anced system with equally strong legisla-
tive and judicial branches. A presidency
that dominated the other two branches of
government permanently was not desir-
able in his view; in fact, it was a long term
threat to our liberties.

If Taft is our only president to have
spent more time worrying about the
power and prestige of the judiciary than
of the presidency itself (and he was!), it is
not because his conception of presidential
power was somehow too weak, but be-
cause he was alarmed by progressive
threats to the maintenance of a strong in-
dependent judiciary, particularly the
threats of judicial recall. Since the presi-
dency was hardly in danger of being dis-
mantled by the other two branches of gov-
ernment, whereas the Supreme Court
was, Taft was determined to protect his
favorite branch of government, even at
the price of personal popularity. If the
Presidency itself had been under attack,
Taft, I believe, would have been equal to
the challenge.

A third essential belief —one that ap-
pears increasingly at odds with the pre-
vailing spirit of our age—was Taft’s con-
viction that political parties were critically
important to the survival of popular gov-
ernment. Without parties, Taft believed
there could be no effective way in which
the people could transform their private
opinions into public policy. His whole
public career is a testament to his loyalty
to the Republican Party and its principles.
He believed that citizens would have to
subordinate their own personal views to
those of the larger party organizations if
they were to be effective in realizing their
most important goals. In the real world,
progress would be achieved not through
independent action, but through party ac-
tion. He publicly defended these beliefs in
1906:




As this is a party government, and as
measures are controlled by party deci-
sions, the real progress must be made
along party lines; and if a man sepa-
rates from his party he loses altogether
any influence he may exert in determin-
ing those policies. I do not at all advo-
cate that a man should adhere to party
against high principle and conviction,
but this life is all a series of compro-
mises by which little by little, and step
by step, progress toward better things is
made. All the good in the world cannot
be attained at one breath. We must
achieve what we can at the time we can,
and must let other aims and objects of
the highest good abide a different op-
portunity for their attainment. While,
therefore, we may not agree with all the
principles adopted into legislation or
into executive policy by a party with
which we are affiliated, we should or-
dinarily not destroy our usefulness and
power for good in influencing the party
in the right direction, by withdrawing
from it on issues not the most impor-
tant, if, on the whole, we believe that
more good can come from its success
than from that of its opponent.?

Taft’s ideas on parties and loyalty stand
in stark contrast to the spirit of our age,
an age in which party organizations have
become weak reflections of their former
selves, and in which the number of inde-
pendents has grown by leaps and bounds.
When Taft saw progressive Republicans
challenging the traditional norms of party
loyalty and refusing to subordinate them-
selves to the larger organization and its
way of doing things, a falling out with
them was inevitable. Whereas Taft be-
lieved that no permanent good could be
accomplished by defying the party, pro-
gressives felt that their principles and the
welfare of the nation were more impor-
tant, and they were unwilling to subordi-
nate themselves to an institution that was
moving too slowly, sometimes in the
wrong direction, For Taft, however, re-
sponsible democratic government was
impossible without strong, traditional
parties.

Fourth, although Taft’s constitution-
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alism often obscured his faith in democ-
racy, he remained to the last a true
believer in the American dream of self-
government. But he remained highly
skeptical of progressive panaceas such as
the initiative, referendum, and recall.
Many have forgotten today that Taft had
shared the goals of the progressives in his
national career, but the tide of progressiv-
ism had simply overwhelmed his presi-
dency and, particularly after his battles
with Roosevelt in 1912, left him etched in
the public mind as an apostle of reaction-
ary Republicanism, an appearance that
was very far from the truth. As the pro-
gressives called increasingly for the
democratization of our institutions, and
for more direct forms of democracy, Taft
held more and more firmly to his faith
that only constitutional democracy was
worth preserving. He shared the Ameri-
can faith that the people, in the long run,
could be trusted to make the right deci-
sions; that, indeed, democracy would
work. He believed that the Voice of the
People was the Voice of God, but only
under certain conditions. He wrote in
1912,

I fully and freely admit and assert that
when the American people have had
time to learn all the facts and have had
time to consider their bearing, their de-
liberate judgment is a wiser and better
guide to be followed by the state than
the judgment of the most experienced
statesmen, the most learned jurist, the
most profound student of history. In
this proper sense the Voice of the Peo-
ple is nearer to the Voice of God than
any other human decision.3

The catch was that the Voice of the Peo-
ple had to be channeled and refined
through our constitutional system, in-
cluding an independent judiciary with the
power of judicial review, before decisions
approximating the ideal of justice
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You're Invited...
To attend a formal dinner party Friday evening, February ___ 2011
With Presidents Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and Woodrow
Wilson

¢ Place: Wellesley High School
T tme: Dinner will begin yromytfy at 7
R S.V.P.: With Ms. Berenson , Ms. Gordon or Ms. Bartels in person

‘T opic af Discussion: This discussion is not onfy ce(eEmtmg the reunion of

¢ three Presidents of the Progressive Era, but it’s a forum for discussion on a
§ current economic, political or social issue that the Obama administration has
s been faced with. Former President Bush is co-sponsoring and wire-tapping the
event so they can [isten to each of these Presidents discuss their views on how the
Obama administration has tackled a particular issue and how they would handle
the situation if they were in the Oval Office.

Task:

-Your group will write the transcript of the wire-tapped recording of the dinner
}mrty The dialogue must explain each president’s view on a particular economic,
}Jofmcaf or social issue and how he would have handled the situation if he was in
office.
-Each President must have at least 3 [ines.

-Their comments should reflect their views on the role of the President and the
§ Federal Government,.

-There will be an empty seat at the table—you can choose any person to join in

on the conversation..
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Legislation/Amendment

Sherman Antitrust Act
(1890)

Outlawed monopolies and practices that restrained
trade, such as price fixing

National Reclamation Act
(1902)

Provided for federal irrigation projects by using money
from the sale of public lands :

Elkins Act
(1903)

Imposed fines on railroads that gave special rates to
favored shippers

Hepburn Act
(1906)

Authorized the federal government to regulate railroad
rates and set maximum prices for ferries, bridge tolls,
and oil pipelines

Meat Inspection Act
(1906)

Allowed the federal government to inspect meat sold
across state lines and required inspection of meat-
processing plants :

Pure Food and Drug Act
{1906)

Allowed federal inspection of food and medicine and
banned the shipment and sale of impure food and the
mislabeling of food and medicine

Sixteenth Amendment
(1913).

Gave Congress the power to collect taxes on
people’s income

Seventeenth Amendment
(1913)

Instituted the direct election of senators by the people
of each state

Underwood Tariff Act Lowered tariffs on imported goods and established a
(1913) graduated income tax _

Federal Reserve Act Created the Federal Reserve Board to oversee banks’
(1213) and manage reserve funds

Federal Trade Commission Act
(1914)

Established the Federal Trade Commission to monitor
business practices, false advertising, and
dishonest labeling

Clayton Antitrust Act
(1914)

Strengthened the Sherman Antitrust Act by spelling
out specific activities businesses could not do

Eighteenth Amendment
(1919)

Banned the making, selling, and transporting of
alcoholic beverages in the United States

Nineteenth Amendment
(1920)

Gave women the right to vote in all elections
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For two decades after 1900, those who styled them-
selves Progressives had a significant influence on the
quality and direction of American politics. Their
contribution in defining the major social issues and
priorities of the period was constructive and impor-
tant. Reformers raised questions about the expanding
power of the corporation and its effect on public
life, and impelled society to confront the problem of
the proper relation of government to business. Muck-
rakers revealed the hazards of unsafe consumer prod-
ucts, exposed the cozy relationships between large
economic interests and some politicians, and brought
to light the deplorable condition of the poor, the
laboring child and woman, and the unprotected in-
dustrial worker. Conservationists criticized the dis-
orderly exploitation of natural resources and warned
of the consequences of heedless use. Finally, urban
reformers focused attention on the ills of the city,
stressing pervasive corruption, substandard housing,
and insufficient services. To all these concerns, Pro-
gressives brought a belief in human progress, optimism
about the future of society, and a deep moralistic
fervor.”

To deal with the problems they had analyzed,
reform-minded Americans followed two broad and
often contradictory lines of policy. They sought, as
they told each other, a government at once more
effective and more democratic. Achieving greater
efficiency required alterations in the structures and
procedures of government to overcome or reduce the
conditions of disorder associated with public life in
the Gilded Age. The Progressive Era valued rational-
ity, efficiency, and the apparent orderliness of science,
and its reformers.sought to make these qualities
operate in the nation’s public affairs.

For the nation’s towns and cities, proposals for t
com}d\sis‘;on and city manager forms of governmént

and, in theory, with a“yroatler concept of the interest
the time of the First World

cisions, the importance of efficiency, aid the merits

business” methods in running the city.

7 Graham, op. cit., pp. 22-51, provides a useful summary
of what the progressives did.

8 Samuel P. Hays, “The Politics of Reform in Municipal
Government in the Progressive Era,” Pacific Northwest
Quarterly, 55 (October, 1964), 157-169; Melvin G. Holli,
“Urban Reform in the Progrcss:vc Era,” m Gould, The Pro-

Commis-
sion or the\Federal Trade Commissiory, experts on
ld make de-

to partisan pressures. They would be able to locate
and promote “the public interest’/with a degree of
certainty that no Rolitician could £qual.®

These proposals for structural £hange were laudable
in the abstract but\ scholars /ave raised questions
about their real purfose and practical application.
Urban reform that diminished the power of repre-
sentatives from an individyal ward often deprived an
ethnic or economic mipyrity of political influence
and shifted power to/a Yifferent segment of the
business community. /Some YAmerican cities are now
engaged in dismantling Progr ssive structures in re-
sponse to charges
have suffered at

with insfitutional change, the Progressiveg did not
roposals

men/unsympathetic to reform.!°

Structural changes were not, however, the entire
progressive story. The reformers believed that the
conduct of politics would improve when provision for-
more citizen action occurred, and a variety of mea-
sures looked toward that goal. All of them reflected
a distrust of political parties and were an effort to re-
strict the power of such formal organizations. To
enable voters to suggest legislative remedies and to
prod lawmakers into action, the initiative supplied a
procedure through which the electorate could propose
laws. When an issue became disputed, the referen-
dum allowed for an expression of public opinion at
the ballot box. Adopted first in the Far West, these
measures gained increasing acceptance in the East

gressive Era, pp. 133-153; Bradley R. Rice, “The Galveston

Plan: Birth of a Progressive Idea,” Southwestern Historical
Quarterly, forthcoming.

9 Grant McConnell, Private Power and American Democ-
racy (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1966), pp. 38-50; Stan-
ley P. Caine, The Myth of a Progressive Reform: Railroad
Regulation in~Wisconsin, 1903-1910 (Madison: The State
Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1970).

10 For an evaluation of the effects of these reforms, see
Thomas K. McCraw, “The Progressive Legacy,” in Gould,
The Progressive Era, pp. 183-185, 187-190.
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and South before their popularity waned around
1915."

More controversial was the provision for the recall
of elected officials and state judicial decisions. Recall
sought to give citizens the power to reverse unpopular
court rulings or to remove officers who failed in their
trust but who were otherwise insulated from assault.
Because it struck at judges and the courts—the bas-
tions of conservative protection against the forces of
democracy—the recall aroused the most intense pas-
sions of these three suggested reforms. When Theo-
dore Roosevelt endorsed the recall of judicial decisions
in 1912, he severely wounded his presidential hopes
among moderate and conservative Republicans. The
recall was, in any event, more discussed than adopted.
Provisions for the recall of public officials were en-
acted in ten states between 1908 and 1915; recall of
judicial decisions was confined to a single eight-year
experiment in Colorado after 1913.*

The direct primary, the direct election of senators,
and woman suffrage were more significant mani-
festations of the Progressive Era’s effort to give the
majority of voters “an easy, direct and certain control
over their government.” Pressure for primary elec-
tions to select candidates grew out of the power that
party regulars exercised over nominating conventions
and caucuses. To offset the advantages of their en-

trenched rivals, reformers like Robert M. La Follette

of Wisconsin championed primaries as a way the
people could select honest men to run for office.

" “Abolish the caucus and the convention,” La Follette

concluded in 1897. “Go back to the first principles
of democracy; go back to the people.””® Primaries
first appeared in Southern states around the turn of
the century, and spread across the nation in the next
decade and a half.

The direct election of United States Senators gained
adherents in the first decade of the nineteenth century
as Americans read of corruption and deadlock in the

state legislatures that still selected the membership of
the upper house of Congress. The Senate’s place as

the stronghold of conservatism, symbolized by its
Republican leader, Nelson Aldrich of Rhode Island,
further intensified pressures to remove this crucial
electoral decision from the hands of weak or pur-

1 Jonathan Bourne, Jr., “Initiative, Referendum, and Re-
call,” The Atlantic Monthly, 109 (January, 1912), 122-129,
offers a favorable, contemporary assessment.

12 Edwin Maxey, “The Recall of the Judges,” Forum, 48
(September, 1912), 294-308, gives' a sense of the feelings
that the recall aroused among its opponents.

13 Benjamin Parke DeWitt, The Progressive Movement
(Seattle: University of Washmgton Press, 1968, reprint of
1915 edition), p. 196; Robert M. LaFollette, LaFollette’s
Autobiography: A Per:onal Narrative of Political Experi-
ences (Madison: The Robert M. LaFollette Co., 1913), p.
197; Arthur Wallace Dunn, “The Direct anary Promise
and Performance,” The American Review of Reviews, 46
(Octobcr, 1912) 439-445
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chasable state legislators. Such a reforrn would be,
said Senator Joseph L. Bristow of Kansas, a leader in
the struggle, “the most effective means of taking
from organized wealth the control of the Senate, and
indeed of our national politics.” The work of Bris-
tow, William E. Borah, and other Progressives guided
the Seventeenth Amendment through the Congress in
May, 1912, and 36 states ratified it within the next
year.!*

The drive for woman suffrage spanned the whole
period of Progressive reform. Basically middle class
in its membership and views, the suffrage campaign
argued that votes for women would purify politics and
bring a new moral force into public life. At the same
time, the advocates of woman suffrage often stressed
that female ballots could offset the votes of blacks and
immigrants, perceived as sources of corruption, and
suffragists frequently linked their cause with the eth-
nocultural goals of the forces of prohibition. Through
the labors of an organization like the National Amer-
ican Woman Suffrage Association, voting by women
spread out from its base in the Far West in the 1890’s
to other western states by 1914 and into the South and
East during World War I. Ratification of the Nine-
teenth Amendment in 1920 put woman suffrage in the
Constitution, beyond the reach of masculine tinkering,
and completed the movement’s national work.®

Democratic in purpose and theory, these reforms
had ambiguous and flawed results. When Progres-
sives spoke of enhancing the power of the “people,”
they often defined the “people” as Americans like
themselves. As a result, the instruments of popular
participation were not extended to the lower classes or

the economically deprived. Laws to regulate elections

reduced the size of the electorate and eroded the
power of the political party; the direct primary did
not bring a greater voter turnout; instead, it shifted
power toward candidates with incumbent status or
the money to sway a contest. Devices like the initia-
tive and referendum have proved blunt instruments
for expressing the popular will. They can assault

minority rights or pose complex issues in a deceptively

simple way, and. are ideologically neutral and not
necessarily mechanisms for reform. Even woman

suffrage did not produce the heralded improvement:

in the quality of local and national politics.

After 1900, these national pressures for political
change affected the Republicans first. For more than
a decade, under the leadership of Theodore Roosevelt
and William Howard Taft, the party debated its
position on the role of government in an industrial
society.  Republican Progressives like Roosevelt,

14 Larry Joe Easterling, “Senator Joseph L. Bristow and
the Seventeenth Amendment,” (M.A.. report, University of

Texas at Austin, 1973), pp. 29—30 and passim.
15 Aileen S. Kraditor, The Ideas of the Woman Suffrage

Movement, 1890-1920 (New York: Columbia University

Press, 1965) pp. 1-13, 249-264.
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3. FROM PROGRESSIVISM TO THE 1920s

Robert M. La Follette, and Senator Albert J. Beve-
ridge of Indiana advocated a program of moderate
innovation that included broadened federal power,
vigorous presidential action, and a wide array of re-
form measures to curb corporations and achieve social
justice. Republican conservatives regarded such poli-
-cies as a threat to their vested interests and an unwise
extension of national authority over the rights of pri-
vate property. In a steadily worsening series of intra-
party squabbles the conservatives established an
ascendancy by the time of the Taft-Roosevelt split
in 1912, ,

The political leadership of Theodore Roosevelt was
a central element in the division within the Republi-
can party. Recent skepticism about the merits of the
strong presidency has prompted reappraisals of the
long-standing favorable verdict on Roosevelt’s years
in the White House. His assertion of executive
power, praised in the case of the Anthracite Coal
Strike of 1902, seems less salutary in light of the mis-
carriages of justice toward black soldiers that grew
out of the Brownsville incident of 1906. Theodore
Roosevelt was a master of the techniques and artistry
of electoral politics; he was less successful in the
cqually demanding and subtle craft of persuading
fellow politicians to do what he wanted them to do.

In his first term, succeeding William McKinley,
Roosevelt played down departures in public policy
and concentrated on securing the Republican presi-
dential nomination and election in 1904 “in his own
right” He adhered to the broad lines of McKinley’s
program in substance, but injected a moralistic thrust
and flamboyant excitement into the political wars
against opposition in his party and against the divided
Democrats. Increased rancor and ideological discord
characterized the Republicans in Roosevelt’s second
term. Roosevelt’s support for the Hepburn Act
(1906) to regulate railroads, as well as his endorse-
ment of pure food and meat inspection legislation,
helped limit Democratic gains in the election of 1906,
and demonstrated a positive Republican response to
public clamor against social ills. Roosevelt’s leftward
shift after 1907 split the Republicans into distinct and
bitter factions, and his relations with. Congress ran
rapidly downhill in quarrels over Brownsville, con-
servation, and innumerable other issues. But Roose-
velt’s biggest miscalculation was his insistence that
William Howard Taft be his successor in 1908.

Taft’s four years as President were unhappy for the
man and disastrous for his party. Blunders over the
tariff, conservation, and patronage, combined with the
rising cost of living, ended Republican control of the
House of Representatives in 1910. More important,
President Taft and Roosevelt drew apart over ques-
tions of policy and personality until little remained of
their once warm friendship. A former judge who
distrusted reformers,_Taft_gravitated naturally to a

more conservative posture, while Roosevelt, out of
conviction and calculation, became more Progressive.
In late 1911, the former President decided, because of
anger at Taft, to seek the Republican nomination in
1912, Roosevelt ran as the Progressive champion, but
in his decision personal considerations played as large
a role as reform goals. He was tired of private life,
A bitter and protracted contest
ended with Roosevelt’s bolt from the national con-
vention in June, 1912, amid claims of fraud and
deceit.

Neither Taft, running as the Republican candidate,
nor Roosevelt, as the Progressive party nominee, won
in 1912, but the Republican party was the biggest
loser. The long-range result was a confirmation of
the conservative dominance in the party. When he
left, Roosevelt took with him much of the constructive
energy, the appeal to a broad spectrum of American
society, and the responsible programs that had ani-
mated the Republicans before 1912. Roosevelt re-
turned to his political home in 1916, but his party
never quite regained what it had lost in the disaster
of 19121 .

Republican division was Democratic opportunity.
In the 15 years after 1894, the Democrats labored to
overcome the handicaps of Cleveland’s presidency,
the popular memories of the 1890’s, and the leader-
ship of Bryan. Still basically wedded to states rights
and its negativist stance, the Democratic party showed
some signs of rejuvenation in the elections of 1906 and
1908. Winning the House in 1910 took the Demo-
crats to the limits of the strength to be gained from
Republican discord. The party’s problem as 1912
approached was to find a candidate who could seize
this rare chance and win the White House.

Woodrow Wilson solved the Democratic problem
and secured for his party an eight-year lease on the
presidency. Rising swiftly from Princeton University
through the governorship of New Jersey, Wilson de-
feated colorless but tough opposition to obtain the
presidential nomination in July, 1912, Wilson’s pro-
gram in the campaign, the “New Freedom,” sought
to break up the power of large business organizations,
in contrast to Roosevelt’s “New Nationalism,” which
recognized the existence of economic bigness and pro-
posed systematic supervision. In his early years in
national affairs, Wilson combined an ability to evoke
moral themes in his speeches, a cool and hard political
intelligence, and a useful philosophical flexibility.
The achievements of Wilson’s first term offset the
perennial Republican taunt that the Democrats could

and craved power.

16 For contrasting views of the Republicans in this period,
see Horace Samuel Merrill and Marion Galbraith Merrill,
The Republican Command, 1897—-1913 (Lexington: Uni-
versity Press of Kentucky, 1971); and Lewis L. Gould “The
Republicans Under Roosevelt and Taft,” in Gould, The
Progressive Era, pp._55-82,

88




16. Popular Government and Political Reform

not govern effectively. Wilson employed presidential publicans to power."
power even more forcefully than had Roosevelt to win Historians disagree on the date when Progressivism
passage of the Federal Reserve Act (1913), the faltered, but the inauguration of Harding marks a
Underwood Tariff (1913), and the Clayton Antitrust convenient terminal point. What had been the effects
Act (1914). of the-two and a half decades of political reform?

Despite Wilson’s success as a party leader, the pres- For many groups in society the Progressive Era had
sure of events pushed him and the Democrats toward meant little. The plight of blacks, the rural poor,
policies that addressed the needs of key voting blocs and the unorganized urban worker remained desper-
like farmers, organized labor, and Progressives. After ate. Other significant social problems persisted. The
Republican gains in the election of 1914, Wilson excessive power of corporations had been restricted
faced difficult prospects for reelection in 1916. Ac- but not curbed enough, the situation of the cities re-
cordingly, he wooed southern and western agrarian flected continuing ethnocultural tensions and govern-
reformers, became more responsive to labor unions, mental weakness, and the institutions of public policy
and stressed the “peace” issue in the presidential con- showed unevenly the impact of Progressive effort.
test. Against the Republicans the President marshaled Ironically, in their concern to cleanse politics, the re-
a shaky coalition of the South and West, mostPro- formers had also weakened the national political
gressives, some sections of organized labor, and Ameri- organizations and had accelerated the decline of
cans who saw Wilson as a pacifist and his opposition parties as governing forces. There was, in sum, ample
as bellicose. In the interest groups that composed it, basis for a sense of frustration and impotence among
“the Wilsonian coalition was a forerunner of the New progressives as the 1920’s began.
Deal, but it was a volatile and tenuous combination, Yet too much emphasis on the negative features of
as the narrow Democratic victory indicated. the Progressive Era’s politics is misleading. Construc-

Wilson’s second term subjected the Democratic tive achievements, on balance, outweigh the draw-
party to a series of political shocks that left it in dis- backs. Despite recent misuses of executive authority,
array by 1920. The military conduct of World War the strengthening of the presidency under Theodore
I was a success, but the home front experienced a Roosevelt and Wilson was a healthy development.
wave of tensions.” During the conflict, the Wilson The major innovations of the period—regulatory
administration abused civil liberties with practices agencies, election reforms, structural alterations—did
that culminated in the excesses of the postwar “Red not banish injustice from the nation. They did, how-
scare.” The component parts of the Democratic ever, mitigate the effects of an industrial society on
alliance broke up in conflicts over farm policy, prohibi- many citizens. Most important, the politicians of the
tion, and woman suffrage. After the war ended, the Progressive Era debated the principle that govern-
“high cost of living,” labor unrest, and general eco- ment bears a responsibility for the welfare of the
nomic dislocation further crippled the Democrats. diverse individuals and groups in society. For the

Woodrow Wilson’s claims to presidential greatness succeeding half century, American domestic politics
seem likely to rest on something other than his last would pivot on questions of how far the reach of
four years in office. Scholars recognize the appalling government should extend, which groups should re-
complexity of the problems he faced. Yet they give ceive what benefits, and what programs could best
low marks to his management of the wartime economy achieve desired goals. These were, in the largest
and the transition to peacetime, deplore his encourage- sense, questions of detail. In the age of popular :
ment of and acquiescence in attacks on civil liberties, government and political reform, Republicans and ;
and have even become more critical of his brainchild, Democrats posed the essential questions and began ] :
the League of Nations. Wilson left the White House to frame answers that still set the limits for national X
in March, 1921, a sick, broken man. His successor political life. : l
was Republican President Warren G. Harding. i
Harding’s landslide election in 1920 was not simply i
an example of the adolescent foolishness of the Amer- -
ican voter. A weak and ineffective President, Har- wf’ John. J-G B']‘:le‘f‘r';:lc-P “The ,De';;“““ g’;"l'l?fy;:bc‘r‘:
ding “,,as an adept candidate who l:.»uilt a, winning K.ll;j)[:'rrz:;l, T;: P,oliti:: or/o}gvr::::;;cy:r aé:fe.mm_ental’ Theory
campaign on pervasive discontent with Wilson, the and Practice in the Harding-Coolidge Era (New York:
Democrats, and reform, and thereby restored the Re- W. W. Norton & Co., 1973), pp. 2-6.
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